
 
 
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 

Welcome to the Early Summer edition of African Butterfly News! 
 
Without wishing to be a prophet of doom, the early part of the 2018 – 2019 season has been fairly 
disastrous. With one or two exceptions, butterfly numbers have crashed and there are no records 
whatsoever for several rare spring Lycaenidae throughout the country.  
 
Hopefully the situation will improve, but please help me monitor the situation by sending species-
counts to the Butterfly Index – refer to the FEATURES section of this newsletter. 
 
Despite the relative paucity of butterflies, I’ve received a record number of contributions for this 
edition of the newsletter – thanks to all the contributors! 
 
Refer to the back-page for links to all previous editions, or visit the LepSoc Africa website: 
http://lepsocafrica.org/  

 

LepSoc Africa Conference and Annual General Meeting  
 
The thirty-fifth annual general meeting and conference 
of LepSoc Africa was held in Hermannsburg, KZN over 
the weekend of 22 and 23 September. 
  
KZN Branch chairman, Kevin Cockburn and his wife 
Stella did an amazing job in arranging the event and I 
believe everyone who attended thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. 
 
Saturday’s conference (with a session on Sunday 
afternoon), included some really interesting and thought 
provoking talks; thanks to all the presenters. 
 
Sunday’s AGM – as usual – drifted well beyond the scheduled three hours. There were some 
earnest discussions regarding the future of the Society, initiated by the perceived shortage of new 
members and the increasing average age of the active membership. 
 
Bennie Coetzer is to head up a marketing committee, including Steve Woodhall and Jan Praet, to 
investigate ways of enhancing the Society’s membership-base, effectiveness and status. 
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Presentation at the Oppenheimer De Beers Group  

Research Conference (Reinier Terblanche) 

 
Reinier Terblanche presented a poster and also an oral presentation at the 9th Oppenheimer De 

Beers Group Research Conference on Tuesday, 16th and Wednesday, 17th October 2018. About 

220 delegates were present at the Conference, which was held at the De Beers Corporate 

Headquarters, Johannesburg; there were a very wide spectrum of conservation related subjects. 

His oral presentation was a preliminary comparison between the butterfly fauna of the Eastern 

Highlands of Zimbabwe and the butterfly fauna of Debshan Ranch, near Shangani, in the Highveld 

of Zimbabwe. At Debshan Ranch, the species list of Papilionoidea (butterfly superfamily) is 132 

and counting. His poster presentation was about the butterfly diversity at the Oppenheimer 

properties which include butterflies of Tswalu Kalahari Reserve (Northern Cape Province, South 

Africa), Wakefield (KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa), Debshan (Zimbabwe), Nyazengu (Zimbabwe), 

Telperion (Mpumalanga/ Gauteng) and Brenthurst Gardens (Gauteng, South Africa). Functional 

conservation frameworks that address conservation of not only butterfly species but also butterfly 

migrations and unique butterfly assemblages, were presented.  
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During the Conference Suzanne Paxton of RSG radio station had an interview with Reinier about 

butterflies which was broadcast during Spektrum, a popular programme with fairly large number of 

listeners. Reinier’s poster which also had exquisite examples of butterflies photographed in the 

wild at all the Oppenheimer properties drew a lot of attention. For the oral presentation it has 

become a custom to allocate the final slot of the presentations at the first day of the Oppenheimer 

De Beers Research Conferences to Reinier for a few years now. Once again Reinier took on this 

challenge, lit up the “graveyard shift” and had everybody smiling and upbeat.  

 

Baboon Spiders (Ian Engelbrecht) 

Ian Engelbrecht has requested that we look out for baboon 
spiders when in the field. 

He is compiling an atlas of baboon spiders and appeals for 
any photos, locality records or observations. Images can 
either be uploaded through the project website at 
www.baboonspideratlas.co.za, directly to the ADU VM, or 
to iNaturalist. Images sent via the project website are sent 
directly to the VM.  

 

Butterfly Evening 
 
The fourth Butterfly Evening of 2018 was held at the Roodepoort 
Country Club, Ruimsig on Thursday 13 September. 
Hermann continued his “meet the family” talks, providing us with a 
brief overview of the previous sessions and focussing on more 
Geometridae. 

 

 
 
A new locality for Chrysoritis orientalis (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

I joined a few friends for a camping expedition in the central 
Drakensberg on 4 and 5 October. We hiked from Monks Cowl to the 
plateau above Gray’s pass, where we camped (in the snow) at an 
altitude of about 3 100m. On the way down, I found a few Eastern Opal 
(Chrysoritis orientalis), flying among patches of snow at about 2 500m. 
I took a photo on my cell phone. 
 
Quite a good locality, if you are up for a 35 km hike (round trip) and a 
climb of about 1.2 km… 
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Kedestes Project (Louise Baldwin) 

 
I was born and bred in the UK and have always enjoyed exploring the 
outdoors and learning about the local wildlife. My passion for nature led 
me to study marine biology and the beginning of my career was spent 
working in the field of tropical marine conservation, working mainly on 
coral reefs, seahorses and marine protected areas. My more recent 
conservation work has involved overseeing a range of nature reserves in 
the UK, including chalk grasslands that were being managed for a 
number of butterfly species, such as the Duke of Burgundy, Small Blue 
and the Dingy Skipper. 
 
I moved to South Africa nearly two years ago, on the search for nature 
and the great outdoors. Having settled for a spot in Muizenberg on the 
banks of the vlei, the Zandvlei Estuary Nature Reserve seemed like an 
obvious choice for a spot of volunteering.  After a few months, I began 
managing a new project being run by the Cape Town Environmental 

Education Trust (CTEET), in partnership with the City of Cape Town’s Biodiversity Management 
Branch which focusses on two Kedestes butterfly species.  
 
The project aims to secure the future of two imperilled butterfly 
species, the first of which is Kedestes barberae bunta, a 
Critically Endangered skipper butterfly poised on the edge of 
extinction. Endemic to the Cape Flats region, it has an extremely 
low abundance, estimated at just 50 individuals and is projected 
to go extinct within the next five years, in the absence of 
immediate conservation measures. With an EOO (extent of 
occurrence) of 15 km2 and an AOO (area of occupancy) of 1 
km2, it has an extremely restricted range, with only one site 
locality remaining. The last population is found in the southern 
suburbs of Cape Town within the False Bay Nature Reserve, 
where stands of the larval host plant Imperata cylindrica can be found growing as part of the 
Endangered Cape Flats Dune Strandveld vegetation type. 
 
We will also concentrate on another Cape Flats endemic with the same habitat requirements, the 
Endangered Kedestes lenis lenis (EOO 1787km2) with only five known localities. Most of the 
taxon’s habitat on the Cape Flats has been destroyed, with a reduction in habitat connectivity due 
to urban development, intrusion of alien invasive species and increased fire frequency. These 
particular butterfly species are unable to travel long distances and as such the highly fragmented 
remains of appropriate habitat are inaccessible to them. 
 
The project's long term aims are to prevent K.b.bunta from becoming extinct and improve and 
protect the remaining habitat in a holistic approach which benefits not only the butterflies but the 
system as a whole. This will be achieved through in situ conservation measures such as habitat 
restoration and protection and reintroduction at appropriate host sites. Research will also be 
carried out to establish abundance trends, and new host sites for future reintroductions will be 
explored. Ex situ measures include the establishment of a captive rearing and breeding 
programme, which has been deemed a necessity in order to secure the future of the species.  
 
We have just started our first full field season and have carried out abundance surveys for 
K.b.bunta (flight period Sep-Oct), where the numbers are encouraging especially considering the 
impact the drought had on the butterflies host plant. We have also translocated 40 K.b.bunta eggs 
to a host site at Zandvlei Estuary Nature Reserve, at which historical records of the species exists. 

Louise Baldwin 

Kedestes barberae bunta female, laying 
an egg 



The hope is for a successful reintroduction at this site and in turn the establishment of a new 
breeding population.  
 
From the results of a UCT Masters student we have detailed data on the habitat requirements for 
both species and have been utilising this to improve, protect and maintain habitat patches. Our 
work has included the creation of firebreaks, removal of alien invasive species and increasing the 
availability of nectar sources.   

 
 
 

K.l.lenis has just started flying and abundance surveys will commence 
shortly, we will also be translocating 40 eggs to our captive rearing 
enclosure in an attempt to rear them to pupation. During the month of 
November we are excited to be hosting a collaborator from Minnesota 
Zoo who has been working on a similar project to save another 
threatened skipper (Dakota skipper). He will be imparting his knowledge 
and providing guidance in relation to the rearing and breeding of these 
threatened butterflies.  
 
The project is still in its infancy, but we have made some good progress, 
with all of the management strategies having been developed by the 
Kedestes Conservation Committee, a group of knowledgeable 

stakeholders who are able to develop viable and scientifically informed strategies for the species. 
We have also been lucky enough to secure local (Brenton Blue Trust) and international (The 
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund) funding, which has enabled the project, which is 
initially due to run for four years, to get off the ground.  
   
 

Pomegranate Playboys 
 

Isabelle Tillett found Brown Playboy (Deudorix antalus) larva, feeding on 

pomegranates in her orchard.  

The Pomegranate Playboy (Deudorix livia) is widespread in Africa; in Asia, 

the Anar Butterfly (Deudorix isocrates), feeds on pomegranates and is a 

significant agricultural pest in India.  

  



Hela Hela: Valley of Gems (Anthony Walton) 
 
Winding its way between Impendle and Richmond, situated in 
the middle of some of the richest pine plantations in Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, lies a valley with unquantifiable riches, sung in the praises 
of the village elders whose rustic abodes dot the verges, folds 
and peaks of these ancient hills. This is a land where endless 
diversity and wonder meet the hallowed legends and folklore of 
an unbreakable people steeped in culture and tradition. Where 
forest, savannah and grassland merge seamlessly; where cliffs 
and rivers intertwine and pass each other by like old friends; and 
where the thundering skies echo throughout the titanic gorges, 
home to some of the most bizarre and fascinating creatures on 
earth. Welcome to Hela Hela! 
 
In one of the bends of the Umkomaas River, which flows through 
this mighty valley, lies Highover Wildlife Sanctuary, an 
approximately 3000 hectare reserve which encompasses a 
broad range of habitats (including the Soada State Forest) and a 
variety of wildlife, big and small. Once an area rife with 
poaching, particularly of the larger mammalian inhabitants of the 
lush river bank plains and forest, the reserve now has a renewed 
conservation focus, with both illegal and legal hunting now 
strictly forbidden. A number of anti-poaching patrols have been 
carried out in conjunction with neighbouring properties, and 
although sightings of hunting dogs are still fairly common, 
species that were once on the brink of localized extirpation, such 
as Bushbuck, are slowly starting to return! 
 
Highover Wildlife Sanctuary offers rugged yet cosy and well-priced accommodation, with a number 
of self-catering chalets and camping sites to suit different tastes and preferences, and to bring one 
face to face with the biological splendours that the riverside savannahs and thickets have to offer. 
Catering can be arranged for larger groups upon request, and these chalets and camping sites are 
just a stone’s throw away from the scenic Nkonka Run and Sappi Tree Trails, both of which have 
recently been cleared and revamped after a long period of disuse and overgrowth. Highover also 
has a stunning, fully equipped, Bush Lodge, which sits at the base of the iconic Hela Hela 
Mountain, a volcanically formed arch which gives the valley its unique character. The lodge is also 
close to the recently remarked Plateau Trail, a short, meandering hike which traverses the 
ecotones of savannah grassland, and inland coastal thickets. With all the different habitats and 
vegetation types at hand, Highover is the perfect place for butterfly and moth enthusiasts, housing 
an array of Lepidoptera. 
 

 

Hela Hela Mountain 
(Lynette Pienaar) 

The mighty and winding Umkomaas River 
(Anthony Walton) 

Umkomaas River in flood  
(Anthony Walton) 

Umkomaas River with Hela Hela Mountain 
in the background  
(Lynette Pienaar) 

Hela Hela Valley and the Umkomaas 
River below 

(Anthony Walton) 



As one drives down from reception (nearby the Bush Lodge) to the riverside chalets in the riparian 
flats below, you should always be on the lookout for a shy but festively coloured fairy during mid 
and late Summer, the Superb False Tiger (Heraclia superba), which can be found hiding away in 
the bushy undergrowth, occasionally peeking in and out from behind leaves to reveal the bright 
oranges and reds on its underside. In the broken rays of sunlight which filter down through this 
scrubby, humid hillside, the unassuming Spotted Buff (Pentila tropicalis) darts twixt the heated 
patches of earth, and shaded tree trunks and large-leaved shrubs. The humid weather of the 
eastern South African coastline that persists, even this far inland, is likely what allows this butterfly 
to extend its range into this stretch of the Umkomaas River Valley and each of its tributaries. 
 
This valley is almost second to none in its diversity of Acraea 
butterflies, due to its convenient proximity to four major habitats: 
Indian Ocean Coastal Belt Forest and Scrub to the south; the 
Grassland foothills of the Drakensberg Escarpment to the west 
and north; Moist Acacia sieberiana Savannahs to the East; and 
Mistbelt Forest. A vast number of these Acraeas can be found 
fluttering around the campsites and gardens near the river bank. 
The Natal Acraea (Acraea natalica) and Dusky Acraea (Telchinia 
esebria) are the most common, but the Small Orange Acraea 
(Acraea eponina) can also be found ducking in and out of the 
grass on the river’s edge, alongside herds of Impala and a very 
inquisitive Ostrich (named Mary). A number of other Acraeas 
inhabit this wild valley, escaping the gaze and cameras of all but 
the best equipped naturalists. 
 

However, there are plenty of treasures to be found within the 
river itself! The sandy bed of the river is generously sprinkled 
with River Mussels, and there are some sizable Yellowfish to be 
caught here too (on a catch and release basis of course). 
Spindly fish-catching spiders string up their webs between the 
large dolerite boulders dotted along the watercourse in the 
hopes of catching small minnows and other juvenile fish that 
sometimes stray into the still, shallow pools during winter, when 
the river’s water level is at its lowest. This is also the perfect time 
of year (if one can withstand the chilly water temperatures!) to 
wade in and look for precious stones and pebbles in the 
riverbed, which wash down from erosion in the basaltic domes in 
the highlands. Towards late winter and spring, if you are lucky, 

you may even see the scarce Hintza Blue (Zintha hintza) skipping over the boulders, seemingly 
indecisive as to whether it wants to sit and sun itself on the rocks or indulge in the nectar of one of 
the blooming trees on the river’s edge or one of the small succulents or lilies that cling precariously 
to the sheer dolerite dykes overlooking the water. Between spring and late summer, the 
Umkomaas often comes into flood from heavy rains over its source in the southern Drakensberg. 
This provides a spectacular sight as well as an opportunity for river activities such as rafting. 
 
The many tributaries of the Umkomaas, specifically the thickly forested gorges alongside them, 
are ideal habitat for finding all sorts of spiders, of both the web-spinning and other varieties. On 
the Soada road, which leads from behind the Bush Lodge and cuts through the State Forest en-
route to a distant hillside village, at least four different species of Kite Spiders (Genus 
Gasteracantha and Isoxya) were found in a 100m stretch next to the banks of the Soada River, 
each with marvellously coloured, striated, and angled abdomens.  
 
In the upper reaches of these gorges, beside open, shaded streams and damp depressions, one 
may even find a certain type of spider that mimics ladybugs (Genus Paraplectana)! Evidently, 
these spiders are similar to Crab Spiders in that they sit and wait on a certain part of a flowering 

Natal Acraea (Acraea natalica) 
(Lynette Pienaar) 

Small Orange Acraea (Telchinia eponina) 
(Lynette Pienaar) 



plant (in the case of ladybug mimics, most likely the stem or 
leaves) and waits for a pollinator or any appropriately sized 
phytophagous insect to land. The spider’s legs and thorax are 
cryptically coloured so as to blend these more ‘menacing’ body 
parts with the predominant colour of the plant or its flower. Once 
an insect lands, it is fooled by the spider’s incredible imitation, 
and thus instead of sharing a meal with a harmless neighbour, it 
becomes the meal itself! In these parts, one may also catch a 
glimpse of the Christmas Forester (Apallaga mokeezi) and 
Forest Elfin (Sarangesa motozi) as they flitter between the 
groundcovers on the forest floor. 
 

The Soada Falls itself is fairly 
difficult to reach due to the thickness of the vegetation 
surrounding it on all sides. There is a fascinating legend in the 
area which speaks of the Peacock Throne , a solid gold throne 
encrusted with diamonds, rubies and other precious stones, all 
laid out on the headpiece in such a manner so as to give the 
impression of a fully spread Peacock’s tail, hence the name. 
Legend has it that this throne was aboard the British merchant 
vessel ‘The Grosvenor’ in the latter 1800’s, en-route from India 
(where it was made) to England as a Royal gift of appeasement 
for the Monarchy, from the 
Shah of India. This ill-fated 
vessel was wrecked off the 

coast of Pondoland, and upon its discovery by the local 
inhabitants, became the source of fierce inter-tribal raids 
between the Xhosa and Zulu. It is said that the last group of 
people to possess the throne were a band of Zulu Impis, 
commissioned to retrieve this jewel-laden masterpiece by King 
Shaka himself, were set upon and decimated by a nearby 
bloodthirsty clan, their village having been annihilated by another 
band of Zulus. Before their demise however, the soldiers hid the 
throne beneath an overhang beside a deep pool. Since then, 
many a farmer in the area has claimed to know the exact 
whereabouts of the throne, and some have suggested that it may very well be at the base of the 
Soada Falls. Could the throne really be there? Is it all just a myth? Only a brave and intrepid 
explorer can find out! 
 

The forest and thickets of Highover is a great spot in which to 
setup fruit traps to attract the more elusive denizens of the forest 
canopy. The spectacular Blue Spotted Emperor (Charaxes 
cithaeron) is one such butterfly that is highly partial to the scent 
and sugars secreted from a handful of sun-ripened bananas. 
Although hesitant at first to open its wings and reveal the 
splendour within, one may be blinded by the bright and 
contrasting blues, whites, and blacks of its upperside when it 
does. As in the majority of butterfly species, this butterfly’s wings 
do not, in fact, contain blue pigment. Instead, the microscopic 
scales that coat the wings and facilitate the insect’s aerodynamic 
ability are arranged and compacted in such a manner so as to 
solely refract blue light-waves received from the sunlight, thus 
portraying a blue colouration. 

 
  

Christmas Forester (Apallaga mokeezi)  
(Anthony Walton) 

 

A marvellous ladybug-mimicking spider 
(Anthony Walton) 

Blue Spotted Emperor (Charaxes 
cithaeron cithaeron)  

(Lynette Pienaar) 

Forest Elfin (Sarangesa motozi)  
(Lynette Pienaar) 



Further uphill from the Soada road, in sparse patches of open ground where trees and the 
vegetation beneath them have been struck, and set ablaze, by lightning, one may see the Striped 
Policeman (Coeliades forestan) and Macken’s Dart (Acleros mackenii), patrolling the graveyards 
of trees and grassy embankments. Further still upon these rolling and ever-expanding hills, atop 
the grassland plateau, lies a Smorgasbord of life. There is a truly fantastic abundance of flowering 
herbs and shrubs here, including Dieramas, Watsonias, Orchids, and the spectacular Hibiscus 
aethiopicus (Family Malvaceae). On the crest of the hilltop, where a sizeable herd of Blesbok often 
graze, Cape Vultures soar and glide by just outside of arm’s length, before swooping down to the 
cliff faces where they nest in protruding rock ledges. The rare and endangered Blue Swallows also 
call these open fields their home, coming here to breed and raise their chicks in the summer 
before migrating further north to warmer and greener pastures during the winter months. 
 

There are almost 200 species of trees to be found in this valley, 
many of them in the forested banks of the many, quiet plateau 
streams, where the Forest Beauty (Paralethe dendrophilus) 
struts its stuff between the game paths, without a doubt earning 
its common name! The trees in this area provide a home and a 
snack for many animals, and the forest floor and sub-canopy are 
littered with butterfly and moth larvae, precious gems, the 
majority of which will complete their life cycles completely 
unnoticed. 
 
And perhaps that’s what all of us should learn from and take 
forward with us into the future. Life is too short to worry and 
stress over things that will not help us grow into what we should, 

and are meant to be, nor should we let the lives and happenings of others affect us in this regard 
either. We should learn to laugh more, to relax, unwind, and put our souls at rest, and Highover 
Wildlife Sanctuary in the Hela Hela Valley is just the right spot to do so!   

  

Forest Beauty (Paralethe dendrophilus) 
(Lynette Pienaar) 

Green Marbled Sandman  
(Gomalia elma elma)  

(Lynette Pienaar) 

Malvaceae flower  
(Anthony Walton) 

 

One of the many brilliant Kite Spiders to 
be found in the forests of Highover 

(Anthony Walton) 
 



A Week in the Land of Succulents and Daisies – Namaqualand, 30 
August to 5 September 2018 
 

Mark Williams, with Jeremy Dobson and Raimund Schutte 
 
The three aberrant musketeers (aberrant, since they were armed with nets rather than swords) 
met at Jeremy’s abode in Bryanston at 06:00 on a cool dawn on Thursday 30 August to begin 
what turned out to be a 4000 km odyssey through the parched, but flower-strewn, north-western 
tracts of South Africa. The main objective of the mission was to find colonies of Coppers (Aloeides 
species) and sample them for Jeremy’s pet DNA project on the genus. 
 
After an uneventful five and a half hour journey, accompanied by music from Jeremy’s never-
ending playlist, we found ourselves about 20 km north of Kuruman, on the Hotazel road, at a site 
that seemed suitable for Dune Coppers (Aloeides simplex). Things did not begin well. Jeremy, in 
true cavalier fashion, quite befitting a bona fide musketeer, chucked his ‘weapon’ over the fence. 
The net sailed over in a graceful, streaming arc and landed in the middle of a Swarthaak (Acacia 
mellifera). Forget about the ‘Wag ‘n Bietjie’ (Wait a bit – Ziziphus mucronata). THIS thorn tree has 
to have THE most vicious armament on the planet. It took poor Dobson more than 15 minutes to 
extricate his net from its thorny clutches, leaving him with multiple punctures and tears in his 
hands, arms, clothes and mind. Our intrepid musketeer was still digging out bits of cellulose from 
suppurating little wounds in his skin days later... The place was swarming with Wandering Donkey 
Acraeas (Acraea neobule), but we also found single specimens of the Dusky Marbled Sapphire 
(Stugeta subinfuscata) and Silvery Bar (Cigaritis phanes) and I managed to bag a specimen of the 
rare Mite Sandman (Spialia paula). I was lucky enough to spy a male Dune Copper but he eluded 
capture because of the dense stand of Swarthaak he was flying in. No way was I going to risk 
getting MY net entangled in its thorns. The Dune Copper had won this round but we were to come 
right later in our safari. Raimund was impressed by the number of parasitized cocoons of the silk 
moth Gonometa postica on the branches of the Swarthaaks. As far as I am concerned the irritating 
spines on these cocoons just add to the horror that is the Swarthaak. 
 
Back to Kuruman, with a short stop at the well-known ‘graveyard’ 
locality just west of the town. A single Molomo Copper (Aloeides 
molomo krooni) male made its appearance but eluded capture. 
Another epic fail! Things were not off to a good start, so we 
headed for the (Kuruman) hills further west of the town. Although 
no Coppers were found we climbed to a hill top where males of 
the King Copper (Tylopaedia sardonyx) and Silvery Bar made 
their appearance at about 13h30. A grinning Raimund was 
chuffed to notch up his first images of these two species but the 
plumes on the hats of the other two musketeers were drooping. 
From Kuruman we drove to our overnight digs, the Overlook, in 
Keimoes, arriving at dusk. Our somewhat eccentric but delightful 
hosts, Eric and Anna Huising, treated us to a fabulous supper, 
Eric being an internationally acclaimed chef, originally from New 
York. If you are ever looking for an overnight stop on your way to 
Namaqualand from Gauteng I can highly recommend the 
Overlook. 
 
The following morning (31 August), after a hearty breakfast, we 
hit the road and got to Carolusberg at 11h00. At the base of the 
nearest rocky hill Barkly’s Copper (Aloeides barklyi) males, with 
their silvery grey upper sides, were buzzing back and forth, 
occasionally alighting on the ground. The specimens were all 
fresh but no females were seen. Other species observed 

Cigaritis phanes  
hilltopping male, Kuruman 

(Raimund Schutte) 

 

Aloeides barklyi male.  
Carolusberg 

(Raimund Schutte) 

  



included Arid Copper (Aloeides arida), Widows (Tarsocera sp.), Cape Black Eye (Leptomyrina 
lara), Dickson’s Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus dicksoni), Boland Brown (Melampius huebneri 
steniptera) and Namaqua Arrowhead (Phasis clavum).  
 

 
 

From Carolusberg we drove to Anenous Pass, west of Steinkopf, via Springbok. Here there were 
zillions of Painted Ladies (Vanessa cardui) and Meadow Whites (Pontia helice), both species 
being very common wherever we went in Namaqualand. The only other species of interest were 
single specimens of the Boland Brown and Namaqua Arrowhead. We then made a brief survey of 
a spot just west of Steinkopf, where Owen Garvie and I had found the Arid Skolly (Thestor 
protumnus aridus) in October 2010, but we saw none. From here we went back to Steinkopf then 
12 km north on the Vioolsdrift road. In patches of quartzites we found numbers of Arid Skolly and 
on the flats on red sands we found Bampton’s Copper (Aloeides bamptoni). There were also 
numbers of Cape Black Eye and Namaqua Bar (Cigaritis namaquus) at this locality. For the next 
three nights we were based at the Springbok Inn, a new establishment south of the town, with a 
good restaurant but with a rather bland atmosphere. 
 

 
 

On Saturday the 1st of September we headed for Hondeklipbaai in cool, cloudy weather, via the 
spectacular but awkwardly-named Wildeperdspoort Pass. At the base of the pass we spotted wild 
fig trees growing in rock fissures on the cliffs. Jeremy and Raimund risked life and limb clambering 
up to them to look for pupae of the Fig Blue (Myrina silenus penningtoni) in the debris at the base 
of the figs, without success despite their heroic efforts. Some 10 km from Hondeklipbaai we 
realized that we had not filled up with fuel before leaving Springbok and were in danger of being 
stranded in the middle of nowhere. So, reluctantly, we drove all the way to Kamieskroon, via 
Soebatsfontein. On filling up at Kamieskroon we found that there was only 2 litres left in the tank – 
that was cutting it rather fine! We then decided to drive back to Hondeklipbaai via Wallekraal.  
  

Aloe dichtoma (Quiver Tree) 
Carolusberg 

(Raimund Schutte) 
 

 

Tarsocera species 
Carolusberg  

(Raimund Schutte) 
 

Pretty blue flowers 
Carolusberg 

(Raimund Schutte) 

Daisies on Anenous Pass  
(Raimund Schutte) 

 

 

Scene north of Steinkopf, where 
specimens of Thestor protumnus 

mijburghi were taken  
(Raimund Schutte) 

 

Cigaritis namaquus male 
Steinkopf   

(Raimund Schutte) 



At Wallekraal we spent an hour and a half collecting on red 
dunes, spotting Nolloth’s Copper (Aloeides nollothi), Lysander 
Opal (Chrysoritis pan lysander) and Lindsey’s Opal (Chrysoritis 
lyndseyae). Raimund saw a Gerald’s Hillside Brown 
(Stygionympha geraldi) but was unable to photograph it. Then it 
was back to Springbok via Hondeklipbaai and Soebatsfontein 
(again!). 
 
Sunday, 2nd September, dawned cold and rainy so we decided 
to head north to Vioolsdrif on the Gariep River, hoping for better 
weather. We were in luck and saw Western Pie (Tuxentius 
hesperis) and Desert Veined Tip (Colotis doubledayi) as well as 
several other species of Tips (Colotis species). From Vioolsdrif 
we drove to Port Nolloth through the Richtersveld via Hellskloof 
and Eksteenfontein – a long but spectacular drive. South of Eksteenfontein we were flabbergasted 
to see seven Canada Geese rise into the air from the verge of the road. As far as we know they 
have never been seen in South Africa before. At McDougal’s Bay, just south of Port Nolloth 
butterflies were very scarce but we managed to get Nolloth’s Copper and Trimen’s Opal 
(Chrysoritis trimeni). 
 

Monday 3 September also started with foul weather but we hit 
the road south to Kamieskroon. We intended surveying Witwater 
in the Kamiesberg but ran into thick cloud and a freezing wind on 
the road to Leliefontein. After some agonizing we decided to 
follow Jeremy’s suggestion to head south-west to Kotzesrus. His 
inspired intuition paid dividends as it turned out to be our best 
day of the trip in regard to both abundance and diversity.  
 
We visited four habitats in the vicinity and collected specimens 
of Psyche Common Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe psyche), Arid 
Copper, Donkey Daisy Copper (Chrysoritis zonarius), Karoo 
Daisy Copper (Chrysoritis chrysantas), Vivid Dotted Blue 

(Tarucus thespis), Dickson’s Geranium Bronze, Widows, Namaqua Arrowhead, Lysander Opal, 
Wykeham’s Blue (Lepidochrysops wykehami), Van Son’s Hillside Brown (Stygionympha vansoni), 
and Warrior Silver-spotted Copper (Argyraspodes argyraspis). 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chrysoritis pan lysander female 
Wallekraal  

(Raimund Schutte) 

Kamieskroon in the mist  
(Raimund Schutte) 

Juvenile angulate tortoise 
Kotzesrus 

(Raimund Schutte) 

Chrysoritis pan lysander male 
Kotzesrus  

(Raimund Schutte) 

Spiny agama lizard 
Kotzesrus 

(Raimund Schutte) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
From Kotzesrus we drove back to Kamieskroon and then to Witwater, which we reached at about 
16h00. Because of the cool, windy weather few butterflies were on the wing but a few Boland 
Browns were bobbing about in grassy areas. From Witwater we had a very long drive to our 
overnight stop at the Overlook in Keimoes. We drove through desolate Bushmanland via Gamoep, 
on interminable dirt roads. Some parts of the road were arrow straight for 20 km long stretches, 
and flat as a pancake to boot. The tedium was, however, interrupted on two occasions by bizarre 
animal sightings. The first was at about 17h30 when we nearly hit an Aardvark that was casually 
crossing the road. We skidded to a stop in a cloud of dust to get pics but were stymied when the 
Aardvark did a 180 degree wheel-spin and disappeared into its burrow, which was just next to the 
road verge. The second sighting was of a pair of Lappet-faced Vultures feeding on a donkey 
carcass next to the road. Despite reaching Keimoes just after 9 pm, Eric was ready for us with a 
slap-up supper of giant (American-style) steaks. A long, satisfying day with a very satisfactory 
ending. 

 
Early the next morning (4 September), after a hearty breakfast, 
we bade Anna and Eric farewell and headed for Witsand Nature 
Reserve. On the way we saw yet another unusual animal, this 
time an Aardwolf. Unfortunately, this one was crow-infested 
roadkill. After booking in and dumping our stuff in the lounge of 
our thatched chalet complex just before midday, we headed for 
the dunes north-east of the camp to look for Dune Coppers. True 
to their name, and despite a howling wind, males were ‘dune-
topping’ on the high points of the dune ridge. Other butterflies 
seen included Silvery Bar, 
Natal Bar (Cigaritis 
natalensis), Lemon Traveller 

(Teracolus subfasciatus), Speckled Sulphur Tip (Teracolus 
agoye bowkeri), Orange Tip (Colotis evenina), Dusky Marbled 
Sapphire and Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta). The dry conditions 
were probably responsible for the disappointing absence of the 
Witsand ‘special’, Linda’s Hairtail (Anthene lindae).  
 
Our last day, Wednesday 5 September, was spent mainly on the 
road, travelling back to Gauteng. However, we did make two 
stops, one at a hill just north of Windsorton and the other at 
Andy Mayer and Johan Greyling’s spot next to the Vaal River at 
Warrenton.  
  

Argyraspodes argyraspis female 
Kotzesrus 

(Raimund Schutte) 

The long and (un)winding road between 
Gamoep and Pofadder  

(Raimund Schutte) 

Raimund freezing at sunset, between 
Gamoep and Pofadder  

(Mark Williams) 

Scene at Witsand 
(Raimund Schutte) 

Mark & Jeremy (not the singing duo) 
comparing captures  
(Raimund Schutte) 



At the base of the hill at Windsorton we noted Tinktinkie Blue (Brephidium metophis) and on the 
hill there were large numbers of Ringlets (Ypthima species) as well as a few Lemon Travellers and 
Orange Tips. At Warrenton I took a single Mite Sandman, thus ending the trip with a specimen of 
the same species that was my first butterfly of the trip at Kuruman. As Raimund said, as we got 
back to Jeremy’s after our 4 000 km journey – “The resultant vector of our travels is now zero”. 
 

Anthene Anonymous (Andrew Morton) 
 
Andrew Morton photographed 
this Anthene near 
Niewoudtville in August. It was 
feeding on Osteopermum 
moniliferum flowers. 
 
To me, it looks closest to 
Trimen’s Hairtail (Anthene 
otacilia otacilia), or possibly 
Talbot’s Hairtail (Anthene talboti), but neither of these species have been recorded from this area. 
 
Any ideas? 
 

 
LepSoc Africa Handbook  
 

LSA Council has completed the Society’s Handbook, which will be posted on 

the website shortly. 

The Handbook is a compilation of policy documents, outlining all aspects of 
LepSoc Africa’s business. The document should assist all current and future 
LSA Councillors with their duties, as well as being a useful reference manual 
for LSA members wishing to know more about the modus operandi of the 
Society. 
 
Andrew Mayer very kindly designed the cover-page. 
 

 

South African Butterfly Documentary (Clive Curtis) 

Clive Curtis, a LepSoc Africa member, is qualified in Nature Conservation and 
Tourism Management. He has been a Professional Safari Guide throughout Africa 
for 16 years and, since 2005, has a small film production business. 
He has been collecting, breeding and observing butterflies since 1991, when he 
was 9 years old. He is married with two children and lives in the KZN Midlands.  
 
In 2012, Clive started work on a film, intended to introduce people to the world of 
South African Butterflies in an informative, enjoyable and descriptive manner. 
The 40 minute long movie is now complete and features 108 species, and 
contains top quality footage and relevant information. For interest, Clive sent a 
copy of the Butterfly documentary to Sir David Attenborough and was delighted to 
receive a signed copy of the cover in the post! 
  



 
 
 
 
The documentary can be ordered from Clive (he is still working on an online purchase and a 
downloadable version).  
 
Email clive@safari-vision.com DVDs are R150 and BluRay DVDs and HD USB versions are R200 
(all plus R80 postage). 
  

mailto:clive@safari-vision.com


Long Tom Pass Survey (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
LSA were requested by Mpumalanga Parks (Malcolm Bain) to 
survey an area on Long Tom Pass, where MP plan to construct 
a tourist view-point. Malcolm’s primary concern was the possible 
presence of the Cloud Copper (Aloeides nubilus) at the site and 
whether the proposed new development would impact on the 
butterfly. 
 
As Murphy would have it, as we met at the gate to the 
Sterkspruit Reserve, an Aloeides landed, briefly, in the road-
reserve next to the parked cars. I didn’t have an opportunity to 
get a good look, but I’m reasonably certain that it was A. nubilus.  
Needless to say, a few hours of searching, in pristine habitat 
within the reserve yielded no signs of any Aloeides whatsoever.  
We did, however, see several Drakensberg Browns 
(Pseudonypha poetula). 
 
My advice to Malcolm was to avoid digging up any ant-nests, but 
otherwise the development (a boardwalk view-site), shouldn’t 
pose too much threat to butterflies in this area. MP have a 
delicate balancing act, between conserving natural areas and 
making regions of outstanding natural beauty accessible to the 
public. To their credit, they consider the welfare of butterflies in 
making these decisions. 
 
 

Diesel and Disappointment in Zimbabwe (Jeremy Dobson) 

Reinier Terblanche and I undertook a brief visit to Zimbabwe between 10 and 14 October. 

We got through the Beitbridge border in record time and were puzzled to see a massive queue of 

cars adjacent to a garage in Beitbridge. Later, I stopped to fill up in Masvingo: a pump-attendant 

politely enquired what we were looking for and explained that there was no fuel, although he’d 

heard that there may be some in Mutare. A few hours later we limped into Mutare, to find that 

there was no fuel there either.  

We abandoned our plans to reach Nyanga and found a nice 

hotel in Mutare  (Holiday Inn), which despite the full-up sign, 

managed to find us a room. More importantly, the concierge put 

us in touch with some great guys who owned a forestry business 

near Nyanga; they offered to sell us some diesel (at a price), 

which we gratefully accepted. 

We spent our first day in the Nyanga area. I was shocked by the 

condition of the veld at World’s View, which was barely 

recognizable from what I remembered from a visit six years 

earlier. There were a handful of Ruth’s Blue (Lepidochrysops 

ruthica), most of them very worn and a solitary African Queen 

Fritillary (Issoria smaragdifera smaragdifera). Not a single Cox’s 

Blue (Lepidochrysops coxii) was seen.  

Drakensberg Brown  
(Pseudonypha poetula) 

Long Tom Pass 

Collen Dobson and Malcolm at the Long 
Tom Pass site 

Issoria smaragdifera smaragdifera 
World’s View 

(Reinier Terblanche) 



We attempted to get to Mt Nyangani, but the road was rapidly deteriorating and the mountain was 

in cloud, so we headed back to Nyanga to look for some of the special Blues that are found in this 

area, such as Lepidochrysops nyangae, L. violetta and L. mashuna. 

Whether Martin Lunderstedt had forgotten the locality in his old age, or whether the site has 

changed beyond recognition in the last 20 years I don’t know, but I suspect the latter: there were 

no Lepidochrysops and it didn’t look as if there had been any at this site for many years. 

To add to our woes, my car got a slow puncture on the way back to Mutare, although once again, 

the Holiday Inn came to the rescue and found us a 24-hour tyre-dealer. 

The following day we set off for Chimanimani with high hopes for 

Barnes’ Blue (Lepidochrysops barnesi). The weather was perfect 

and the western ridges of the mountain were covered in Ocimum 

(Becium). Reinier and I walked the mountain flat, including the 

“stream below the mountain hut” that I’d read about longingly in 

Pennington’s. Nothing. We didn’t see a single Lepidochrysops all 

day. Either we were too early, we were too late, or the butterfly 

no longer exists: I have a horrible feeling that it may be the latter. 

I did at least find a few Plowes’ Copper (Aloeides plowesi) for 

the Aloeides project and there were loads of False Scarlet 

Acraea (Acraea pseudatolmis) flying around. 

Our last day was spent (fruitlessly) in the Nyanga area and included a visit to the famed Cross 

Koppie above Mutare: a solitary Eriksson’s Highflier (Aphnaeus erikssoni) and several Painted 

Ladies and Zebra Blues - nothing else. My gut feel is that, in South Africa, we are losing 50% of 

our early-summer spring butterflies every 10 years. I think the situation in Zimbabwe may be even 

worse. 

D-Day arrived (where D stands for Diesel) and we managed to collect the remainder of our fuel 

stash without any problems. The drive home, along almost deserted roads, was a pleasure and we 

were through the border-post in half an hour; the minor delays and organizational chaos being on 

the South African side. 

In retrospect, not a great butterfly-trip, although it was certainly memorable! I have to add that 

Reinier and I were treated with unfailing kindness and politeness in Zimbabwe, for which we are 

both very appreciative. 

 

 

 

  

Aloeides plowesi 
Chimanimani 

(Jeremy Dobson) 

Acraea pseudatolmis 
Mt Nyanhani 

(Jeremy Dobson) 

Bicyclus condamini 
Mtarazi Falls 

(Jeremy Dobson) 

Chimanimani Mountains 
(Jeremy Dobson) 



Highveld Blues (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Reinier has been closely following the Highveld Blue (Lepidochrysops praeterita) this season. He 
has undertaken a series of timed "search-counts" in an attempt to get some quantitative data for 
the colonies at Hillshaven and Glenharvie. 
 

The butterfly emerged on about 10 September and Andrew 
Mayer found them flying, in reasonable numbers, in early 
October, along with Lepidochrysops procera.  Numbers have 
generally been low, however, and Reinier believes that 
Lepidochrysops praeteritia has almost certainly disappeared 
from the Potchefstroom site where it used to fly. 
 
Reinier appeals for any information regarding this butterfly, be it 
localities, photographs, observations of oviposition or host-ants.   
 
I believe the emergence of this butterfly is dictated by the veld 
condition: areas which are burnt in winter and have green shoots 

and fresh flowers, will result in early September emergences. The butterflies emerge weeks later 
in areas that were burnt late, or not burnt at all. I don’t know what the emergence-cue could be - it 
can’t be weather / temperature related. Perhaps the host-ants provide a trigger? 
 
 

Monitoring the Highveld Blue (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
On 15 September 2018, Mo Busika, Joreta van Heerden, Noel Dube, and Etienne Terblanche—
students and lecturer of a NWU Potch honours course in literary studies, ENLL 688: Readings in 
Literature and Lepidoptera—set out to count individuals of the Highveld blue, Lepidochrysops 
praeterita, at the Hillshaven site next to Glenharvie. Between 10 and 15 individuals were counted 
by means of catch and release. After at least some rain showers during winter, one may have 
expected more to be present. A large part of their usual habitat here seemed to have been burnt at 
the right time, with the food plant, Ocimum obovatum longifales, out in fair abundance. In one 
patch where males pertinently patrolled in 2017 (personal observation, Etienne Terblanche), 
though, no burning had taken place, Ocimum were scarce, and males absent.  
 

It is clear that these Highveld blue 
males are “adapting” to disruptions at 
the site. They now increasingly tend to 
patrol ditches that have been dug over 
the past two years, apparently with a 
view to some kind of development. 
The ditch-digging has come to a 
standstill for the moment, and the 
ditches are degrading fast. But males 
pertinently fly up and down their banks 
near the northern wattle of two sets of 
wattles (about a hundred metres 
apart) that they have increasingly 
used as territorial markers.  
 
 
  

Lepidochrysops praeterita 
Female laying eggs 
(Reinier Terblanche) 

Mo Bosika, Joreta van Heerden, and Noel Dube on their ENLL 688 counting 
mission by way of catch-and-release of Lepidochrysops praeterita in front of 
a wattle tree that males of the species have increasingly used as a territorial 

marker 



On the one hand, we were deeply saddened by the apparent dwindling numbers and desperate 
survival of this magical creature. On the other, they gave us deep joy with their frolicsome, low, 
bright blue flight. The students, literary scholars, were amazed by the differences between upper-
sides and under-sides. “I am getting to know the BLUES,” said Noel, hugely impressed by the 
metallic blue flight of individuals across burnt and bright green grass. “I can’t wait to get back to 
Zimbabwe and expose the ignorance of my people!” These incredible creatures have about them 
a real presence, a real power to engage one’s intellect and imagination. Thanks to our encounter 
with them, bringing sanity and elation in rather dire times, we shopped with glee at the Glen Harvie 
Café, getting hold of fizzy drinks for parched throats after some hours of work, and unable to stop 
our joyous conversation all the way back home to Potchefstroom, where this species seems to 
have disappeared from its familiar haunts. 

 

Some news from Brenton (Dave Edge) 
 

Dave Edge reports that he saw a few male specimens of the Brenton Copper (Aloeides thyra 

orientis) on 10 October. Over the following weeks he found many more, at several localities in the 

area. 

These are the first that have been seen since the devastating fire of June last year. Dave found no 

sign of another rare butterfly from this area, the Brenton Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe mithras), 

although the young Bitou plants, which have grown after the fire, were not yet in fruit, which he 

believes is the trigger for their emergence. He will continue to monitor closely over the next few 

weeks. 

During November he will be searching every suitable day for the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops 

niobe), so watch this space… 

 
Trip to the African Butterfly Research Institute (ABRI) 31 July to 11 
August 2018 (Mark Williams) 
 
 

Steve Collins, the director of ABRI, had on several occasions invited me 
to visit ABRI in Nairobi, Kenya and I eventually found the time at the 
beginning of August 2018 to accept his kind invitation. My flight from OR 
Tambo to Nairobi was uneventful, if rather tiring, and I arrived at 256 
Dagoretti Road in Karen in the late afternoon. I had visited Steve in 1992 
and was not prepared for the jungle that had grown up on his property in 
the interim. The number of butterfly host plants is quite mind-blowing as 
are the large number of butterflies in the garden. 
 
I spent 10 days in the building that houses the truly awesome ABRI 
collection and library. There are nearly two million pinned specimens 
and another four million unset specimens. I somehow doubt that even 
the great Victorian collectors, Hewitson and Rothschild, amassed 
anything as comprehensive in regard to the Afrotropical butterfly fauna. Steve tells me, and I 
believe him, that he has about 98% of the 4,500 African species. 
 



Each day I worked from 6 am to 6 pm, going through cabinet 
drawers, selecting specimens, writing down the names and label 
data, and imaging them. Each evening I downloaded the images 
from my camera onto the hard drive of my computer before 
supper and then fell into an exhausted sleep at 9. This was a 
tough regimen for someone with myasthenia – standing all day 
really took it out of me. On day eight I came down with a bout of 
shingles but carried on for the last two days despite the fact that 
I was shedding enough ‘shingles’ to reroof a Swiss chalet. 
 

Steve was a very gracious and caring host and adapted our meals to accommodate my difficulty 
with chewing and swallowing. Meat balls, pasta, avocados, soup etc. At least I got enough calories 
to get by, unlike in Madagascar in April, where I lost 10 kilos in 18 days! 
 
Over the 10 days I managed to capture nearly 2000 great images, which I estimate will take me 
about 400 hours to process. I concentrated on capturing images for species I don’t have for a 
number of the larger genera, such as Euphaedra (470 images), Charaxes (500 images) and 
Heteropsis (198 images). I also completed Papilio (122 images), Graphium (116 images), Anthene 
(170 images), Lepidochrysops (140 images), Euptera (142 images) and Pseudathyma (56 
images). 
 
This is just a little dent in what is required and several more visits to ABRI are on the cards. My 
heartfelt thanks go to Steve for his hospitality and support. I am truly privileged to be able to work 
on this magnificent life’s work of his. 
 
 

Lotana Blues (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
On Friday 12 October 2018, Etienne Terblanche and Gus Butler 
visited the only known site for the Lotana blue, Lepidochrysops 
lotana. It is situated roughly south-west of Kerkbos on a rocky 
ridge in grassland in the Lekgalameetse Nature Resterve. 
A strong, dry wind was blowing, and the area was brittle with 
aridity. Cattle were grazing, and their trampling was 
considerable. We were elated when a single female flew up next 
to the faint “tweespoor” track running to one side of the site. Her 
size and relative colour in flight—somewhere between dull and 
dark—were impressive. The butterfly perched briefly on Gus’ 
arm after a careful catch-and-release exercise to make sure of her identity… for a remarkable 
photo opportunity before she flitted down relatively slowly to the ground, like a huge Highveld blue, 
Lepidochrysops praeterita, to continue her life in her own terms. Somehow, one’s 
anthropomorphic sense of her enormous courage in this cosmos and on this human-dominated 

earth added to the impression that she made, and also the 
probably-worrisome fact of her isolation on the day.  
 
Etienne intensely criss-crossed the northern slope where 
Ocimum obovatum were growing, and Gus examined the 
southern slope on the other side, but no further individuals 
were found on the day. He suggested that surely it must fly 
in other spots within the larger vicinity, and one admired his 
optimism. But how to find those, given the knowledge, 
intuition, and luck that would be necessary! 
  

Female Lotana blue, Lepidochrysops 

lotana, perching on Gus Butler’s arm 

The site has unfortunately been trampled by 
cattle, degrading the veld over and above what 

would be expected given the dry conditions 



Since work pressures restricted our visit to a two-day outing, while the second day was spent 
navigating the pass into Bewaarkloof with the aid of his great beast of a Cruiser with its top-of-the-
range two sets of diff-lock, we were unable to conduct another examination of the Lotana site. We 
spent most of the day in the vehicle, but certainly not without intrigue and exclamation at the 
wonder of the area, despite the fact that “Bewaarkloof” [translatable as “conserve-cliff”] is 
something of an ironic name these days, given the extent of exploitation within the reserve named 
thus, especially in the lower-lying areas where we drove. If all goes well, future odysseys may take 
one to the higher-lying areas. 
 
On the six hundred kilometre way back the next day the 
mountains turned softer, their colours coming out with greater 
warmth, since a solid layer of mist had rolled over and settled on 
them. Flaky whitish clouds interrupted the darkened, towering 
cliff face towards Mariepskop. Once on the highveld, the mist 
came down in droplets. Surely this bit of grace would make a 
difference, one thought, hopefully, for that courageous big blue, 
lotana.  
 
Many thanks to Mark Williams for generously providing 
information about how to reach the locality, where he 
rediscovered the species in 2008 after it had disappeared from its only previously known site near 
Polokwane, where D. A. Swanepoel had discovered it on 14 October 1959 (see Williams’ 
AFROTROPICAL BUTTERFLIES). Yes, two days and one year short of sixty years onwards, it 
was good to know that this creature with its movingly large, understated form was still around on 
this earth. 
 

 

Flower-sitting Rocksitter (Jonathan Ball) 

Jonathan forwarded this photo of the Boland Rocksitter (Durbaniopsis 

saga), perching on a flower. Jonathan did not observe any feeding 

behaviour, but this is an interesting photo nonetheless. 

 

 

Sokhulu State Forest (Steve Woodhall) 

Steve forwarded a report from Wild Equity Foundation, a non-
profit organisation established to promote the conservation of 
sensitive ecosystems and the empowerment and advancement 
of local communities. They are contesting the legality of 
proposed mining activity at Sokhulu State Forest, a small patch 
of relatively undisturbed forest in the Richards Bay area.  
 
Steve believes we need to form a united front to oppose the 
destruction of the few remaining natural areas in South Africa, 
which in many cases are being ruined for little long term benefit.  

Returning home, one’s spirit was lifted by 
mist covering the mountains, with a view 

towards Mariepskop 



The Wilds Rejuvenated (Steve Woodhall) 
 

The Wilds was one of my stamping grounds when I first arrived in South Africa back in 1980, 
before I had heard of LepSoc. It was a good place for a Sunday stroll, and there were always lots 
of butterflies in spring and summer. But over the years, I started going further afield, and then I 
joined LepSoc and spread my wings. 
 
I had to go into Johannesburg every so often and could not but notice the deterioration in The 
Wilds. It had become a true urban wilderness, home to muggers and drug addicts. As we moved 
into the 1990's and Johannesburg's city council continued to neglect its infrastructure, things got 
worse. The Wilds was a dark, overgrown slum to actively avoid. Sadly, Nicky and Strilli 
Oppenheimer's Brenthurst home, right next door, showed what its landscape could be, with some 
TLC, when we did butterfly surveys there during SABCA. 
 

Eventually I moved to Durban, another great South African city. It also has its 
problems, but the municipality there had worked to save its urban spaces. I 
know that Burman Bush shares some of The Wilds' problems of feral people 
and crime, but other places in the area are well preserved. There is the 
D'MOSS (Durban Metropolitan Open Space System) comprising 94000 
hectares of nature reserves, parks and connecting corridors along streams 
and ridges. Durban has always had good biodiversity, and D'MOSS has 
helped preserve this, alongside the very active KZN Conservancies 
movement and local Botanical Society, promoting indigenous gardening and 
conservation servitudes. 
 
In September, I was contacted by Mark and Alisha Kirk, who I had met years 
ago on a butterfly weekend with the late Ben de Boer at Magoebaskloof. 
They asked me to do a butterfly session at a special event in The Wilds. 

They were helping organise an event hosted by the Johannesburg chapter of the Young 
Presidents' Organization, YPO (www.ypo.org). This was held on Sunday 21st October, and they 
kindly flew me up for the day. We were joined by Bennie and André Coetzer and Elmé Brand and 
Jan Praet and his wife.  
 
It was a really fun day, with a good speech by the Mayor of Johannesburg, Herman Mashaba – 
who knows how to keep a speech to time, and does not pull his punches! He has a lot on his plate 
right now, so it was great to see him showing support for this initiative. There was lots of good food 
and drink courtesy of YPO, music, and sculptures by artist James Delaney (www.delaney.co.za). 
All the hectic undergrowth had been cleared, and the water features cleaned up, and are working 
again! There is a sturdy fence around the reserve, a police presence and the 
restaurant is being renovated.  
 
The weather had been cold previously, and the recent drought is still having an 
effect, but we saw nine species of butterfly. The lack of species was made up 
for by the truly epic numbers of Garden Acraeas (Acraea horta). They were 
absolutely everywhere, and all the Wild Peach (Kiggelaria africana) trees were 
covered in eggs, larvae, pupae and emerging (and mating) adults. This 
enchanted the people who came on the walks with us. Also, I remembered The 
Wilds being a good spot for the relatively uncommon Black Heart 
(Uranothauma nubifer). I wasn't too hopeful of seeing one, but André was 
lucky enough to find one on mud near one of the water features. 
 
The higher areas have some rather nice highveld montane vegetation – 
Stamvrug (Englerophytum magalismontanum) and other specials. There are 
some Protea caffra around  - I couldn't find any Red Mistletoes (Tapinanthus rubromarginatus) on 

Acraea horta larva 
The Wilds, Gauteng 

Steve Woodhall 

Acraea horta female 
ovipositing 

The Wilds, Gauteng 
Steve Woodhall 

https://www.ypo.org/
www.delaney.co.za


them, but I do remember seeing my first ever Trimen's Sapphire (Iolaus trimeni) on a hilltop there 
years ago (how could I forget) so maybe one day it will turn up again. 
 
Johannesburg has plenty of great open spaces – one thinks of Gillooly's Farm, Silvia Pass, 
Melville Koppies and Struben’s Valley. At present they are all isolated from one another, but 
wouldn't it be great if the city were to emulate Durban? Link them, clean up streams like the 
Braamfontein Spruit, and start an indigenous gardening movement among its gardeners? Herman 
Mashaba seems to be a visionary, so once he's drained the swamps, to use an oft-repeated 
political cliché, perhaps he'll build on The Wilds and drive an urban renewal project that seeks to 
bring back biodiversity to Johannesburg. 
 

Mark, Alisha and the organisers are keen to run further butterfly events and host talks, so we look 
forward to more collaborative projects in future. 
 

Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 
 
Following the successful Workshop in Madagascar in April this year, planning is underway for the 
next expedition, which will be held in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form will be circulated shortly. 
 

Highveld Butterfly Club  
 
The bad news is that Jan Praet has resigned as Chairman of the Highveld Butterfly Club, as he 

believes he is too busy with his day-job to do justice to the position. 

The good news is that Andre Coetzer has volunteered to take over Jan’s role; Andre is an 

outstanding replacement and I’m sure you’ll join me in wishing him loads of success (and fun) in 

his new position.  
 

Permits  
 

Peter Ward is LepSoc Africa’s Permit Officer, responsible for coordinating research permits 

nationally. Our long-term aim is to acquire and administer research permits for all SA Provinces: 

LepSoc Africa members may then apply to LSA for permits within the areas they wish to visit. 

LepSoc Africa met with CapeNature on 17 October to discuss 

the way forward with permitting in this province. The CN 

delegation, led by Ernst Baardt, included Andrew Turner, Paul 

Geldenhuys and Deon Hignett. LSA were represented by Dave 

Edge, Hermann Staude, Jonathan Ball, Andrew Morton and 

myself.  

The meeting was constructive: we showcased LepSoc Africa’s 

achievements and future aspirations; CN outlined some 

concerns they had with the current system and noted some 

reporting glitches that they had experienced. 

CapeNature are to draft a Memorandum of Understanding, for 

our comments. Acquiring permits for bona-fide research, such 

as BED and the Aloeides Project will be possible although the 

process may be a bit more onerous in future. More details to 

follow shortly. 

Clockwise from left to right: Andrew 
Morton, Hermann Staude, Jonathan Ball, 
Ernst Baardt, Andrew Turner, Dave Edge, 

Paul Geldenhuys, Deon Hignett 



Indian Butterflies (Sudheer Kommana) 

Sudheer Kommana, whom some of you will know from his regular Facebook posts, is an avid 

butterfly photographer, who lives in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

He has forwarded me some photos from a recent visit to India – I haven’t attempted to identify 

them.  



Photos for “Moths of Africa” book (Dirk Stadie) 
 
A reminder that Dirk Stadie and Hermann Hacker are working on the first Volume of "Moths of 
Africa", which is in its final stages. Dirk urgently requires some good representative pictures of 
various habitats as follows: 
  
1/. Eastern Rift Forest and Alpine moorland zone 

1a. East African Montane Forests 
1b. East African Alpine Moorlands 
1c. Eastern Arc Forests 
1d. Southern Rift Montane Forest-Grassland Mosaic 
 

2/. South-central African Miombo and Mopane Woodland Zone  
2a. Central Zambezian Miombo Woodlands (Itigi-Sumbu Thickets) 
2b. Eastern Miombo Woodlands  
2c. Angolan Miombo Woodlands 
2d. Southern Miombo Woodlands 
2e. Zambezian and Mopane Woodlands (Zambezian Flooded Grassland) 
2f.  Western Zambezian Grasslands.  

 
If you are able to assist, please contact Dirk at Dirk.Stadie@t-online.de 

Any contributions will be acknowledged in the book. 

 

Asian Butterflies (Christopher Dobson) 
 

Chris is currently working in Nanjing, China. He has forwarded some recent butterfly-photos from 

China and Taiwan. 

 

  

Abraximorpha davidii 
Baohua, Nanjing 

Graphium sarpedon 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Junonia almanac 
Xianlin, Nanjing 

Papilio bianor 
Xianlin, Nanjing 

Papilio memnon (female) 
Taipei Zoo, Taiwan 

Telicota linna 
Taipei, Taiwan 

mailto:Dirk.Stadie@t-online.de


BOOKS  

 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App 

A reminder that Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App “Woodhall’s Butterflies 
of South Africa” is now available and can be purchased for R290.  
An update has been released. PLEASE back up your lists before you 
update; save your lists as Excel files, using the “Export and Email My 
List” button. 
 
The App can be bought from the following sources: 
 
Google Play: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica 
iTunes:  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8 
 
 

LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 

 

 

  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8
http://lepsocafrica.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 8 November; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 
the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R170 per person (the cost has risen as Hermann is no longer subsidizing the event), 
which includes dinner. Even at the new price, these evenings are great and should not be missed! 
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize! 

 
 

Verloren Valei (James van den Heever) 
 
Guided butterfly field trip to Verloren Valei Nature Reserve 
 

   
 
Warren’s Blue (L) and Clark’s Lost Widow (R), both Verloren Valei ‘specials’  
 
Jeremy Dobson, President of the Lepidopterists' Society of Africa, assisted by Andre Coetzer, will 
be your guides on this trip in search of summer butterflies of Verloren Valei, north-east of 
Dullstroom in Mpumalanga.  
Verloren Valei is an internationally important wetland and the source of four rivers. It is also 
renowned for its abundant wild orchid population, and is home to several high-altitude butterfly 
species. Of special note are two species that have only been recorded on this reserve: Warren’s 
Blue and Clark’s Lost Widow/ Verloren Valei Bergweduwee.  
Other possible sightings might include the Transvaal Copper, Tite’s Copper, Bush Scarlet, 
Lydenburg Opal, Common Meadow Blue, Henning’s Black-Eye, Basuto Skolly, Table Mountain 
Beauty, Blue Pansy, Gaudy Commodore and Restless Blue, to name just a few.  
 
Take advantage of this rare opportunity to visit this closed reserve, a pristine grassland 
environment of great beauty, in the company of experts.  
 
Date: 8 December (09h00 until approximately 14h00, depending on weather) 
Price: R200 per person (covers entrance to the reserve); R150 for Friends of Verloren Valei and 
Members of LepSoc Africa. 
Booking is essential, and numbers are limited. Much of the day will be spent walking on uneven 
ground, so participants should be fairly fit and mobile—contact jamesh@tiscali.co.za to reserve 
your place.  

mailto:jamesh@tiscali.co.za


COLLECTORS CORNER 

If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
 
 
 
 
Owen Garvie has the following list of books for sale: 
 

BUTTERFLY BOOKS FOR 
SALE                                                                                                                                                                    

PRICE 

South African Red Data Book- Butterflies. South African National Scientific Programmes Report No. 158. by 
Stephen F. Henning and Graham A. Henning (1989), 175pp 

R300 

Classification and Checklist of species of Lepidoptera recorded in Southern Africa. by L.Vari, D.M. Kroon 
(2002), 384pp 

R250 

South African Red Data Book- butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. by G. A. Henning, R.F. Terblanche 
and J.B. Ball (Editors) (2009), 158pp. 

R350 

Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas. Edited 
by: S. Mecenero, J.B. Ball, D.A. Edge, M.L. Hamer, G.A. Henning, M. Kruger, E.L. L. Pringle, R.F. 
Terblanche and M.C. Williams (2013) 676pp 

R750 

 
The books can be viewed by appointment at his home address - Unit 794  Quinta Do Lago, 
8  Elnita Ave, Northwold, Randburg, Gauteng, South Africa.   
 

 

mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com


FEATURES 
 
Reinier Terblanche has volunteered a series of “Encounters” articles, detailing some of the 
colourful experiences he has come across in a career of research and ecological work 

 
Encounters of butterfly research No 1: “Hy kom van die krale af!” 
Reinier Terblanche 
 
On one clear early-spring day in middle September 2018, I was out to count butterflies and plants 
at some habitat of the Highveld Blue butterfly, Lepidochrysops praeterita. The location for the 
research, Hillshaven, is, in world-scale terms, near Johannesburg in the highveld of South Africa. 
As always I wore jeans in the veld, a long-sleeved shirt and hiking boots. My hiking boots, apart 
from the initial day they were worn, has this tendency to look scruffy and on the verge of 
unravelling. For this day’s outing jeans of a lighter shade of blue were randomly selected, as well 
as a light blue shirt, also randomly. An obscure confidence compensated for any lack of 
composure in clothing. So, I ended up as the light blue man. This lack of discretion in clothing was 
amplified by the burnt grassland so often associated with Highveld Blue habitats. A wonderful 
array of charcoal patches are the reward for working hard at such Highveld Blue habitats. Dressed 
in light blue, with numerous added charcoal markings, mixed with sweat and dust I soon became a 
special feature for Milan. Yes, but maybe this explosive, ground-breaking fashion trend would still 
be under-appreciated. You have to patient if you are ahead of your time.  
 
After a good day’s research at Hillshaven in streaky blue, it was back home. Home is 
Potchefstroom, less than an hour’s drive from the habitat. It was only then that I realised I had 
skipped lunch so that less than an hour was instantly converted into infinity, much too long. And 
anyhow on such afternoons following fieldwork I like to sit, reflect and summarize some thoughts 
before getting back to the hustle and bustle of “normal life”. On the way back, I took to a restaurant 
at the outskirts of a town called Fochville, near Hillshaven. To have something to drink, a toast-
bread with something of some kind and obviously a cappuccino at some stage. Cappuccino gives 
structure to the whole meal; cappuccino is the signature without which any meal falls back into 
mediocrity, forever. The restaurant had robust wooden furniture and a view, and there was 
cappuccino, so all was good. By now I was overall very stripy and my hiking boots were alive like 
good soil, having an inorganic and healthy organic content. The hair-do after being released from 
a hat, took a revolutionary shape of its own. The restaurant was not busy at that moment. After 
waiting a while, I walked at the desk to let everybody know that a customer had arrived. The 
manager looked at me, looked desperately back to somewhere back in the distant realms of the 
restaurant, looked at me again, looked back again and shouted: “Hier is iemand, vat sy order, hy 
kom van die krale af!”. Very directly translated from Afrikaans it means: “Here is somebody, take 
his order, he comes from the enclosures for cattle!”. For the dedicated fieldworker … a compliment 
… 
 
 

 

  



Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

Rare and poorly known species of Lepidochrysops, from the ABRI collection 
 
 

 

        
 

Lepidochrysops abri male (left) and Lepidochrysops guichardi male (right) 
 

L. abri was described by Michel Libert and Steve Collins in 2001 from Guinea savanna habitats in northern Cameroon. L. guichardi 
is a peculiar species known only from high altitude, open, stony habitats west of Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. 

 
 
 
 

         
 

Male (left) and female (right) of Lepidochrysops arabicus 
 

This species is an endemic of Yemen, occurring on mountain peaks at altitudes between two and three thousand metres. 
 
 
 

        
 

Lepidochrysops haveni male (left) and Lepidochrysops pittawayi male (right) 
 

L. haveni is also a Yemeni endemic but is found in very arid, stony habitats at altitudes around 900 metres. L. pittawayi is endemic 
to southwestern Saudi Arabia, and is found only on the highest peaks of the Asir mountains.  

  



 
 
 

           
 

Male (left) and female (right) of Lepidochrysops kennethi 
 

A Tanzanian endemic found, so far, only on the top of Mount Image, at 2000 metres, in the west of the country. Here it flies in  
montane grassland habitats. 

 
 

 

    
 

Lepidochrysops ringa male (left) and Lepidochrysops stormsi male (right) 
 

L. ringa is found in Guinea savanna in northern Nigeria and northern Cameroon. L. stormsi is found in Miombo woodland in the 
south-east of the Democratic Republic of Congo and on the Zambian Copperbelt.  

 
 
 

       
 

Male (left) and female (right) of Lepidochrysops turlini 
 

This species is found in dry habitats in southwestern Madagascar, in the vicinity of Toliara. The other four Madagascan species of 
Lepidochrysops all occur in the eastern rainforests. 

 

  



Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 

 
Please try and support the Butterfly Index: I don’t 

require lists from you, merely the number of species 

recorded from a single area in a single day; Steve 

Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of capturing 

these lists while you are in the field. 

With more data, I believe that we will have a very 

interesting picture regarding trends of monthly and 

annual butterfly abundances. I’ll try and present an 

assessment in January’s newsletter, once we’ve 

completed a calendar year of the Butterfly Index. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >48 >32 >24 >16 >16 >32

4 Good 56 to 80 34 to 48 23 to 32 17 to 23 12 to 16 12 to 16 23 to 32

3 Average 31 to 55 19 to 33 13 to 22 9 to 22 7 to 11 7 to 11 13 to 22

2 Poor 6 to 30 4 to 18 3 to 12 2 to 8 2 to 6 2 to 6 3 to 12

1 Very Poor ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤1 ≤1 ≤1 ≤2

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

Biome Factor 

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.) 100% 

Highveld Savanna (H.S.) 60% 

Highveld Grassland (H.G.) 40% 

Arid Savanna (A.S.) 30% 

Karoo (K) 20% 

Fynbos (F) 20% 

Afromontane Forest (A.F.) 40% 



Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are included 

as Provinces) 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 

will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

 

Data – September and October: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2018: 

 

  

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3 20 Glenharvie H.G. Reinier Terblanche 2 12 Suikerbosrand H.G. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 4 63 Mandawe Cross L.S. Jeremy Dobson 2 13 Gillets L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 0 0

Mpumalanga 5 57 Loding H.S. Jeremy Dobson 2 10 Balfour H.G. Jeremy Dobson

Western Cape 0 4 14 Peninsular F Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 3 16 Kotzesrus K Jeremy Dobson 2 8 Calvinia K Jeremy Dobson

North West 3 15 Potchefstroom H.G. Reinier Terblanche 3 21 Potchefstroom H.G. Reinier Terblanche

Free State 0 2 11 Warden H.G. Jeremy Dobson

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2018

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 3 2

KwaZulu-Natal 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 4 4 2

Limpopo 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mpumalanga 2 3 5 0 5 0 0 3 5 2

Western Cape 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 4 3 2

North West 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 3 3 3

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Lesotho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2018 - SUMMARY



TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 

Three men in an Isuzu - Namaqualand, October 2001  
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
The first time I visited Namaqualand, it was with my wife Jayne in 1986. I had only been a member 
of LepSoc Africa since that year's annual general meeting, and this was my first major safari. Off 
we went for three weeks in October. We had a great time and caught a lot of butterflies. As my 
photography was in its infancy then, I took hardly any shots. In 1989, Mark Williams and I went 
again, this time in August, to look for Pennington's blue (Lepidochrysops penningtoni). At that early 
time in the season we had a thin time of it, and failed in our quest. I did manage to get a few pix, 
but there remained a gaping hole in my photographic record, marked Namaqualand. I was very 
aware that I had neglected the area. Also, I remembered the sense of wonder that first trip had 
given me - would it return to someone whose senses had been blow-torched by such places as 
Manguzi (Zululand), Taï (Ivory Coast) and Kakamega (Kenya) in the meantime?  
 
For a lot of reasons, I needed to rectify the photographic neglect ASAP, so I conspired with the 
McDermott brothers, Dave and Phil, to go there again this spring. Young Dustin was going to 
come but was distracted by the perfumed harems of Randburg, so he missed all the fun. Permits 
were sought and granted, hotels booked, a schedule was drawn up. I remembered 
Namaqualand's habit of reducing butterflying plans to wind-and-rain-scattered-shreds and kept my 
fingers crossed. I was also looking forward to observing the effects of Woodhall 's First Law, which 
for recent readers is: “The difficulty of capture of a butte1jly is in inverse proportion to the square 
of the number of specimens in one's collection”.  
 
It can be the source of much entertainment to the keen watcher of Lepidopterists new to an area.  
At 0300hrs on Saturday 29 September, we loaded up Wendy McDermott's Isuzu Frontier - a 3.21 
V6 of more than adequate grunt! I hoped that we would stay out of trouble, or at least that Wendy 
was more understanding of abuse of vehicles in pursuit of butterflies than is Jayne. On the 
previous Namaqualand trips I had roughed it, but there is a strong streak of lazy lepidopterist in 
the McD’s. They also have a delightful way of referring to our quarry as "flies" in the Moses Harris 
way. This was going to be a fly hunting trip in style. Lots of comfortable supplies were laid in - 
there was a black bag full of goodies that would make sure we didn't die of starvation in the middle 
of nowhere. We also had quite a selection of headgear to protect us from the (hopefully) hot sun. 
Phil stuck to a natty felt number and made rude comments about our hats. Dave and I had peaked 
caps that made us look like Tweedledee and Tweedledum [the imagination boggles! - Ed.] - but I, 
with my venerable black Lepsoc bush hat, was voted the most dim-looking of all. Metamorphosis 
is a family publication so I cannot relate some of the choicer epithets we used to describe one 
another's choice of headgear.  
 
The road to Kuruman was shorter and better paved than my memories of 12 years ago, and we 
were there by 0800hrs. Certain the butterflies were not going to be early risers, we repaired to the 
Wimpy for sustenance in the form of Mega Coffees and GWTB's (Great Wimpy Traditional 
Breakfasts) - which together with Kentucky Rounders are approaching the status of Official Lepsoc 
Safari Grub. We watched the continual procession of 4x4 (or should that be $x$?) outfits off up the 
road to Hotazel and the Kalahari. At least R20million worth of gear drove past as we ate. Great big 
Landcruisers, lots of 4x4 double cabs of various parentage and a generous supply of Landies, 
most of which were Defender 110’s with fancy trailers. Amazing. But no Mere ML320's or BMW 
X5’s - my pet hates, as I was teased about by Phil. Their absence, I think, proves my point that 
they are not serious 4x4's even compared to a RAV4. We soon set off up the same road to the 
well-known dry riverbed some 10km out of Kuruman.  
 
To our disappointment we found no dune coppers (Aloeides simplex) at all – just a few Damara 
coppers (A. damarensis). What we did find were dusky sapphires (Stugeta subinfuscata 
reynoldsi). And ... hookthorn (Acacia mellifera). To Woodhall - brambles - to Dave McDermott, this 



vegetable from hell. He discovered how desert butterflies are adept at settling on one of these 
bushes and walking a few cm’s down a viciously-thorned twig, to sit there giving him the V-sign. 
Woodhall's 1st law was in operation. His curses as he tried to scare the beastie from his resting-
place and scoop him out of mid-air before he re-alighted, unfortunately, cannot be printed here. 
We did find some eggs and first instar larvae that Dave took with him to rear on the way.  
The next stop was the Graveyard Dump [near Kuruman], which had produced a good haul of dune 
coppers (A. simplex) in the past. Alas, none were seen here either, but we did find Molomo 
coppers (Aloeides molomo krooni) in reasonable numbers. The first few specimens were very 
difficult to follow, but after a while it got easier ... and we found some nice sandmen (Spialia) there 
too, such as the Delagoa sandman (S.  delagoae).  
 
Our last stop in the area was the hill side 10km out of Kuruman on the way out to Kathu. This is a 
well-known haunt of the King copper (Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx), a butterfly deeply desired 
by Dave. He suffered greatly in the cause, modifying his jeans - torn knees and a very fetching 
triangulate tear that ventilated his rear nicely. He was last seen trying to convince Dustin that 
these were now a fashion statement worthy of purchase. But he did get a female, as did I, which 
pleased me as l lacked one from this population, which resembles form knobeli Van Son. 
Butterflies were quite scarce, so we did a lot of walking. We got back to the Isuzu in quite a state, 
but soon felt better after an Energade. But it was only 1430 and we felt we could go a lot further, 
so we ditched our plans to stay in Kuruman for the night and decided to press on to Upington.  
We will not dwell on a little 90km detour towards Postmasburg caused by one of us missing the 
(admittedly badly signposted) left turn to Olifantshoek, whilst the others were snoozing... We 
arrived in Upington as the sun was setting, with nowhere booked to stay, but luckily found a good 
place called the Affinity Guest House, run by Pieter and Magda King. Five star accommodation at 
a reasonable price was claimed and they were not wrong - the rooms were very comfy with TV 
and AC, all for R 170pp. There is a balcony overlooking the Orange where you can absorb a 
bitterly cold frostie or six, and breakfast is truly glorious; you can fill yourself with enough fuel for a 
full day in the field with no need to interrupt prime collecting time to eat lunch! Highly 
recommended as an overnight stop if you are off to Namaqualand, their telephone number is 054 
3312101. Also recommended is the liver and bacon at O’Hagan's in Upington ...  
 
In the morning we drove on across the desolate flats of Bushmanland, which seem to stretch 
forever. Truly million miles of bloody Africa stuff, made special by the Sociable Weavers’ nests that 
weigh down the telegraph poles and larger trees, and the enigmatic Kokerbooms (Aloe dichotoma) 
on the hill sides. But eventually we passed Aggeneys and the first few flowers were spotted. 
Excitement mounted as we reached the Carolusberg junction in hot sunshine and turned right 
down a dirt road, eyes peeled for little dark insects. Suddenly we saw one, right where Owen 
Garvie said they would be - Badham's blue (Lepidochrysops badhami) at last! My two previous 
trips had failed to find this character completely. My appreciation of others' antics with Primary 
Experiences now came back to haunt me. Dave and Phil were treated to the spectacle of an over-
adrenalined Woodhall making a complete chump of himself trying to catch a badhami. 
Photography - forget it! The fridge trick was in order here. The worst thing about this butterfly is its 
ability to sit tight until you are right on top of it, then take off with a dancing, hopping flight over the 
bossies. Trouble is, it's the exact same colour as those bossies and very adept at dodging nets. 
But what the heck - this is what it is all about. Primary Experiences, I was once told by a hunter 
who knows, are great adrenalin stimulators whether the quarry is an elephant or a little black 
butterfly. There were a couple of warrior silverspotted coppers (Argyraspodes argyaspis) around 
as well, which gave Dave some sport. They in fact totally eluded him, so they began to assume 
the stature in his mind that the blood-red glider (Cymothoe sangaris) did for me in West Africa - 
the more you miss, the harder is the next one to catch. Possibly the corollary to Woodhall's First 
Law.  
 
Eventually we decided to head across the road to the Carolusburg Dump, dubbed the most 
beautiful in the world by Mark and I during our visit in 1989. It lived up to its reputation. The whole 
place was covered in flowers of all colours, including the glorious Gousblomme (Arctotis) with their 



fiery orange, naturally double, flowers. Namaqualand at her best, and as it turned out we saw very 
little as good as this for the rest of the trip. Namaqua widows (Tarsocera namaquensis) and 
deceptive widows (T. imitator) were everywhere. Beautiful, fresh Barkly's coppers (Aloeides 
barklyi) zoomed around the bases of the koppies as well as their steep, rocky slopes. Dogfighting 
them were arid coppers (Aloeides arida), and around the rocks bounced Van Son's browns 
(Stygionympha vansoni). These were also freshly emerged and were one of the main 
photographic targets. There were numerous other Namaqualand butterflies about, including L. 
badhami, and everything kept flying until as late as 1630hrs. This really was a wonderful balmy 
afternoon among the flowers, the collecting not too hard work, the silence of the Succulent Karoo 
a benison to the soul. .. Namaqualand is one of the best antidotes to too much Johannesburg that 
I know of.  Tired but happy we headed off to the Springbok Hotel, where we had booked rooms. 
Sorting out the day's captures, I found, to my horror, that some of my Kuruman captures, including 
a lovely female Tylopaedia sardonyx, had been left in the freezer at Affinity. A quick call to Magda 
confirmed that this was so, and she promised to look after them for me. Springbok Hotel is 
definitely not as good value as the Affinity Lodge and we decided to share a room - R480 per night 
for three, not as modern, and breakfast extra at R33 per head, and not as good. Dave had to 
threaten the management with dire consequences should they not serve us a drink on a Sunday 
evening. This intransigence led us to decide not to favour them with our dinner custom so, instead, 
we went to the Springbok Kafee and met the inimitable Jopie Kotze. We should really have stayed 
with him but had paid a deposit so we were stuck with the Hotel. We had a glorious rump steak 
feast and Jopie finished it off by sending us some Maroela Mampoer, which was a good digestif. It 
was called Hakkiesdraad (barbed-wire) and came in a bottle wrapped in the self-same wire. We 
were also joined by a large chap whose name escapes me but whose afters have will live on in my 
nightmares for a long time.  
 
For those of you planning a trip to the uttermost West, Jopie can be contacted on 02771 2132 1, 
fax 02771 22718. E-mail has not penetrated there yet but his snail mail address is Box 26/ 100, 
Springbok 8240.  
 
The next day dawned misty but by 0830 the clouds had cleared and the sun shone reminded my 
companions that Namaqualand is a fickle lady and we should gather butterflies whilst we may ... 
so off to Port Nolloth. We stopped at Anenous Pass on the way, where we found more A. barklyi 
as well as more A. argyraspis, which again eluded Dave. Also present were the little skippers the 
Namaqua dancer (Alenia namaqua) and the dwarf sandman (Spialia nanus). We could see a dark 
line over toward the coast, which worried us somewhat but as we got closer it retreated. 
Eventually we got to the coast to find a howling onshore gale. We found the spot (thanks to Wendy 
Garvie via cellphone - the wonders of technology!), trudged around the dunes for hours, and found 
a few tiny little Nolloth 's coppers (Aloeides nollothi) sitting on small pink flowered mesembs. 
These were almost impossible to follow, let alone catch or photograph, and occasionally we saw a 
Trimen's opal (Chrysoritis trimeni) flash by. I only managed to catch a female, missing a sitter of a 
male due to the old freezing problem. Dave and Phil got males that they insisted on giving to me, 
for which here I record my heartfelt thanks.  
 
After a few hours of this we decided it was no good as a game of soldiers and set off back to 
Anenous Pass. There we found the same stuff flying again, and Dave at last beat his hoodoo with 
A. argyaspis. His approach reminded me of a Tom and Jerry cartoon where Tom creeps up on 
Jerry using only his toes for locomotion. Rob Paré’s saying “all the agonising speed of a dead log” 
also comes to mind. The net comes down with infinite gentle slowness and hovers ... “strike!!!” you 
want to shout - but you can’t. Eventually down it comes with a soft bang, usually followed by a 
terse curse, but in this case a shout of triumph. Further up the pass we found some Rhus bushes 
with some Namaqua arrowheads (Phasis clavum) around them. These also produced a lot of dead 
log imitations!  
 
On the way back we stopped off at Nababeep – bumper sticker in Jopie’s shop – I ♥ Nababeep – I 
know where it is! We were hoping to find larvae of the Roseate Emperor (Eochroa trimeni) that is 



somewhat of a Holy Grail in these parts. Alas, we found hardly any of the foodplant (Melianthus 
pecrinatus), so we consoled ourselves with finding Nababeep’s bottle store (after a long tour of the 
dorp) and reducing its stock of Amstels. We concurred that Nababeep is a strong candidate for the 
anus mundi award.  
 
That evening we captured all our observations on Lepibase using my laptop in the Hotel bar then 
went to Jopie’s place for. .. another steak. The next day it was hot and sunny again, but the wind 
was up too. We went first to the north of Steinkopf to look for Boland skollys (Thestor protumnus 
mijburghi). One spot 11km N of Steinkopf turned up only Bampton’s copper (Aloeides bamptoni), 
so we headed off up north to Vioolsdrift. Dave and Phil expressed amazement that anything could 
fly in the Martian landscape outside the green strip along the Orange River. It reminded me of 
Egypt, where nothing did fly! The spot where in 1986 I found numbers of western pied blues 
(Tuxentius hesperis) had lost all its trees, probably in some flood, and I remembered, too late to 
bring my passport, that I had actually found Doubleday's tip (Colotis doubledayi angolanus) on the 
SWA (now Namibian) side of the river. Thanks again to the Garvies we were able to find the 
correct spot on the SA side. And what a desolate spot it was ... Phil was convinced we were 
smoking our socks and even I was starting to think we were on a wild goose chase when up 
popped a little cream Colotis. Very like the African golden tip (C. aurigineus) which I have caught 
in desiccated terrain in Western Kenya, less like the C. doubledayi doubledayi from West Africa in 
D’Abrera. I must ask Torben Larsen what he thinks.  
 
My companions could not wait to get away from this hellish spot - it was getting more oven-like by 
the minute - so we went back down south . We stopped at a spot 20km N of Steinkopf where we 
suspected from Pennington’s that we might get T. protumnus mijburghi, but no dice there and 
nothing at my old stamping ground 10km N of Steinkopf, which had produced Karoo opals 
(Chrysoritis chrysantas) years ago. We stopped and got more A. bamptoni at the 11km N spot, but 
eventually decided to go back to the Dump! Needless to say, the Dump came up Trumps again ... 
it must have got good rain in winter. Later, over another steak (well Phil had a mutton chop for a 
change), Jopie told us it was because the dry area north of Steinkopf is summer rainfall country, in 
Springbok and to the south is winter rainfall .  
 
The next day saw us set off south to Garies, abandoning plans to stay at the Kamieskroon Hotel 
and opting for Jopie’s suggestion of Sophia's Guest House in Garies. We stopped off at Arakoep 
on the way and looked for Dryburgh’s skolly (Thestor dryburghi). After a lot of searching Phil found 
three, which he gave me (thanks Phil) and I got a good photograph. There were other butterflies 
about, including A. barklyi, but the weather was beginning to look ominous. A strong wind had 
sprung up and thin clouds veiled the sun, soon augmented by thicker, lower cloud from the north. 
We decided to get out fast and get to Garies where there might still be sun. On the way down the 
hill, Dave suddenly stopped, saying something had flown into his eye and was stinging ...   As we 
went down, the stinging got worse and at the car Dave's eye was watering badly. We drove to 
Kamieskroon where we tried irrigating his eye with water, but it only got worse and the other eye 
started as well. We drove to Garies, getting more worried, and were able to find a doctor who 
kindly opened his surgery at lunchtime. Dave seemed to be in there for an awfully long time ... 
eventually he emerged with the good news that there was no ulceration or scarification, or any 
sign of an insect. A likely culprit was pollen from one of the several species of Euphorbia that were 
flowering in the area.  
 
We had a bit of daylight left, so we went off to look for the spots where I had found good numbers 
of Namaqua bars (Cigaritis namaqua) in 1986. The one spot, along the Groen Rivier, was easy to 
find but there was no sun. Another spot further up Studers Pass proved more difficult to find and I 
was amazed at how one's memory fades over fifteen years. But we did find a spot that produced a 
couple of Namaqua opals (Chrysoritis aridus) as well as more Tarsocera and a few Phasis 
clavum. The wind was really getting up and poor Dave's eyes were still playing up, so we set off 
back to Garies. Garies really is the back end of nowhere - if you see someone playing a banjo 
there you run. Sophia's place was the old Garies Hotel, basic but clean and comfortable. The only 



place to eat dinner was Margaretta 's Ladies Bar and Steak House, evidently the only nightspot for 
about 100km. There was a copious supply of cold frosties whilst we captured data on Lepibase. 
We were amused to see that Big Brother TV had got this far into the boondocks, but the barmaid 
amazed us by never having seen a laptop before. In fact I think hardly anyone there had seen one 
... a fascinated little crowd watched as the boeremusiek was stilled and the laptop showed the 
trailer to the Lord of the Rings movies.  
 
We got to bed late after an ABF (absolute bloody final) drink and an ALBF (absolute last bloody 
final drink) etc. Cocktail flu made me unwilling to get up, and there was obvious cloud in the sky, 
but we decided to head up the pass to Witwater. As we went up Studers Pass the clouds thinned 
out although the wind was really howling. At the top, we stopped and straight away I found a 
freshly emerged male Wykeham's blue (Lepidochrysops wykehami). But butterflies were scarce in 
the thick succulent karoo. On the koppies we did find more L. wykehami, both sexes, and a very 
few Kaplan's opals (Chrysoritis kaplani) on the flats. A few Chrysoritis aridus flew, and plenty of 
the satyrines Tarsocera namaquensis. Trimen's brown (Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana), and 
Boland brown (Melampias hubneri steniptera). After a couple of hours battling the wind, it was 
obvious that the clouds were closing in. We decided on one last look at the dry riverbeds in the 
valley towards Wolfhok, and there we found some more of the skipper Alenia namaqua. Then 
Dave caught a little, golden-brown Lepidochrysops. Pennington's is vague as to whether this 
population is bacchus or penningtoni. It certainly looked like no bacchus I have ever seen, the 
golden sheen on the upperside is as bright as the copper sheen on a McGregor's blue 
(Lepidochrysops mcgregori). Whatever it is, it caused great excitement and a really intensive 
search of the hillside above the dry riverbed. Alas we found no more - I caught a little brown 
lycaenid with a whoop of joy only to find it was Dickson's geranium bronze (Cacyreus dicksoni). 
The high cloud getting denser we decided to head back to Garies and hope for some last bits of 
sun on the spots in Studers Pass, but this was a forlorn hope. We consoled ourselves in 
Margaretto’s with several cold beers, as the weather forecast destroyed our hopes for the morrow 
with a promise of 15°C in Springbok ... and it was not lying. The next day was cold, wet and 
drizzly. We opted to get off home a day early instead of moping around Namaqualand in the grey 
muck, with no real hope of sun on Saturday.   
 
As we drove past Arakoep, a stray sunbeam played on the dryburghi spot, mocking us ... and after 
Springbok on the road to Aggeneys the sun did break through. But the wind was freezing and we 
pressed on towards Augrabies where we stopped for a look at the Falls, then looked on the red 
dunes between Keimoes and Upington. Alas we found no Aloeides simplex there, but we did find 
good numbers of Stugera subinfuscata reynoldsi eggs, larvae and adults. The latter were just as 
good at hiding in thorns as the population at Kuruman, but one of them showed a predilection for 
thornless bushes growing on the tops of the tallest dunes ... so we did get a few adults.  
After another comfy night in the Affinity Guest House, and retrieving my errant captures, we set off 
for Kuruman. We hoped to see speckled sulphur tips (Colotis agoye bowkeri) on the way, but as it 
turned out the only one we saw was back at the hillside 10km from Kuruman. There, Dave finally 
broke his duck with male Tylopaedia sardonyx, although others led him a merry dance. After 
stopping to get foodplant for our Stugeta larvae, we set off for home. We got back with no damage 
to Wendy's chariot except for a broken door mirror caused by a suicidal Cape Turtle Dove ...  
It would have been better to have two weeks in Namaqualand , because cold fronts occur about 
once a week in springtime and you are almost guaranteed two or three days rain per week. But 
this short visit was fun and we were successful whilst we had sun. My thanks to Dave and Phil for 
their generosity and great company on this trip, and thanks to Northem Cape Nature conservation 
for issuing a permit. Once I have worked out how to get Lepibase to print out visit reports, I will 
provide them with a full list of species recorded and habitats visited.   
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
The Eyed Pansy is heading west! This map plots the 

LepiMAP records of this butterfly for three time periods. 

There are 370 records plotted green from before 2000, 

345 in red for the period 2000-2010, and 482 in purple 

from 2011 onwards.  

This map suggests that the whole distribution is shifting 

west. Look at the absence of purple records in the 

Kruger National Park. Is this real, or is it just a lack of 

new records being submitted? There is a record for the 

Cape Peninsula; it is dated 2015! Ought there to be 

lots more records in the huge gap in the Western Cape 

between the Cape Peninsula and Mossel Bay? 

This illustrates the importance of uploading every 

record you can to the Virtual Museum. We just do not  

know which species will be on the move next!! 

... what percentage of the photos submitted to the Virtual Museum get identified to species? ... the 
answer is closer to 100% than most people expect ... well done to all the members of the Expert 
Panels who do the identifications ...  
LepiMAP is 3000 records short of making 2018 the best ever year for the project! 
 
Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
A key aim of the BED project is to obtain representatives of all genera found in South Africa. BED 
is also going to have an important role to play in the Aloeides Project. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


Samples have been sent to Berkley in California – sequencing is going well on that side. It is 
hoped to have a genus-level phylogeny for South African butterflies by the end of 2018 / early 
2019; please try and get samples for the bulk of the “missing” 52 genera (below)! 
 

Abantis; Acada; Acleros; Andronymus; Aphnaeus; Artitropa; Aslauga; Astictopterus; 
Baliochila; Brephidium; Caprona; Chloroselas; Coenyra; Coenyropsis; Colias; Cupidopsis; 
Cyrestis; Deloneura; Durbaniella; Durbaniopsis; Eagris; Erikssonia; Euphaedra; Euryphura; 
Fresna; Gnophodes; Hemiolaus; Lachnocnema; Lycaena; Melampias; Moltena; Myrina; 
Neita; Ornipholidotos; Parnara; Phasis; Physcaeneura; Pieris; Platylesches; Pontia; 
Pseudonacaduba; Pyrrhiades; Stugeta; Teriomima; Tirumala; Torynesis; Trimenia; Tsitana; 
Uranothauma; Zenonia; Zophopetes 
 

I have submitted samples (legs from set specimens) for all the genera listed above, but until DNA 
sequences have been successfully obtained, please focus on these. 
 
 

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
Hermann reports that, to date, 3666 valid rearing experiments have been recorded, comprising 
1818 species with a total of 2777 host associations. 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  
 
 

COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
Dave Edge, who has been managing the project since its inception, believes that it has grown too 
large for him to control in isolation and has suggested that it be broken down into regional 
sections.  
One of the problems is that, subsequent to SALCA, the number of Endangered and Critically 
Endangered South African butterflies has risen to 58… 
 
He has proposed seven regional leaders, as follows: Andrew Morton (Western Cape and Northern 
Cape – 19 taxa), Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal – 6 taxa), Dave Edge (Southern Cape – 11 
taxa), Andre Coetzer (Limpopo – 8 taxa), James Lawrence (Mpumalanga – 8 taxa), Jan Praet 
(Gauteng and Free State – 4 taxa) and Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape – 2 taxa).  
My role is to coordinate the efforts of the regional representatives. 
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
jchdobson@gmail.com


Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The Aloeides Project aims to be the largest and most comprehensive research project ever 
undertaken on this genus. The initiative will run in conjunction with Jonathan Colville’s BED 
(Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity) Project and will make use of BED’s DNA sequencing team, led by 
Professor Rauri Bowie at the University of California, Berkeley. The first phase of the project is the 
creation of a high-resolution phylogeny of the Aloeides genus. The initial deadline was the end of 
the 2018-2019 season (in parallel with BED), but this has been extended by a further season: it is 
anticipated that the initiative will continue indefinitely.  

The cost of the laboratory work has been covered by grants 
provided by SANBI and others; as noted, BED is programmed to 
be completed this season, but Jonathan is confident that further 
sponsorship will be forthcoming and that we will have access to 
Rauri’s laboratory facilities for some time to come. LepSoc Africa 
is also going to look for potential sponsors. Nonetheless, there is 
some urgency to obtain samples and to process the associated 
DNA sequences. Please try and contribute to the project this 
season! 

The initial focus is data collection: everyone is encouraged to 
catch a few Aloeides specimens, whenever they encounter them 
in the field. Do not worry about taxonomy at this stage - we will 
work on the premise that each and every colony of Aloeides may 
represent a new taxon. As the genus is so widespread, there 
should be representatives of Aloeides wherever you live in the 
southern parts of Africa. 

Ideally a male and female specimen should be collected from 
each and every colony encountered in the field (more specimens 
if there appears to be morphological variability within the colony). 
To assist with future taxonomic work, specimens should be as 
fresh as possible. As soon as practical, remove all six legs from 
the specimens, put these in a vial filled with preservative and 
place it in your deep freeze. I will collect your samples on a 
regular basis and courier these to Jonathan, along with any 
other BED samples, on your behalf. Kits are available for anyone 
wanting to take part in the project (contact me at +27 (0) 82 783 8213 or jchdobson@gmail.com). 

Number each sample with your initials and a sequential three-digit number; my first BED sample is 
JCD-001 for example). This number should be written on a small piece of paper - in pencil (ink can 
disappear in the preservative!) - and placed in the vial with the legs. The specimen itself will be 
set, with the same BED number recorded on the specimen data label. Ideally, I’d like to retain 
these specimens at my home, as part of the reference collection, but if anyone wishes to keep the 
specimens in their own collection I’ve no problem with this; the specimens ultimately belong to the 
person who collected them in any case.  

Whole-body samples may also be submitted, but only do this if 
you are 100% sure that the specimen represents the same 
species as other butterflies in the colony: set specimens, with 
their legs submitted to BED is the preferred method.  

In addition to collecting specimens, please try and make other 
observations while you are at the site. Photographs of the 
habitat at the locality should be taken and, if possible, records of 
host plants and host ants noted. All records will be captured in 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com


the Aloeides Project database, which has already been set up and generates specimen data-
labels and A4 data sheets – one per record. A key component of the database will be high quality 
photographs of the upper-side and underside of each specimen. The photos are especially 
important in cases where the specimens are not retained in the central reference collection. For 
comparison purposes, images will be at twice life-size scale in the reports generated by the 
database and it is hoped that we will ultimately compile at least 1000 data sheets, containing 
representatives of all currently listed taxa. Once the information is available, C01 Barcodes will be 
added to the database, along with a link to any other DNA information that is obtained.  
 
 

In order to anchor the future taxonomic work, we require samples of currently recognized taxa, 
obtained from the type localities. To assist with this, I’ve listed all members of the Aloeides genus 
(below), with type localities (taken from Mark Williams’ Afrotropical Butterflies) and known flight-
periods (Pennington’s 2 and Steve Woodhall’s SA Butterflies App). 

Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries, or wish 
to participate. Kits of preservative, vials and plastic envelopes are available to anyone wishing to 
contribute. 
 
A summary of progress to date (as reported at September’s LSA Conference) is included below. I 
currently have 194 records, made up of 41 taxa – I have another 50 odd specimens in the deep 
freeze, which I haven’t processed yet.  
 
My goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the 
currently recognized taxonomic list. These goals are unlikely to be achieved by the end of the 
current season, but once the data has been collected and the DNA sequences obtained, the 
resulting phylogeny will be published in Metamorphosis, with a list of all contributors to the project. 
  
Once this is in place, coupled with the Data Sheets, we will be in a uniquely strong position to 
review the genus! 

Jeremy Dobson 

Alan Gardiner 

Peter Ward 

Mark Williams 

Andrew Mayer 

Graham Henning 

Etienne Terblanche 

Hayden Warren-Gash 

Steve Woodhall 

Reinier Terblanche 

Peter Webb 

Chris Dobson 

Google Earth image indicating names of contributors and localities where samples have been obtained to date 

Andrew Morton 

Harald Selb 
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Number Taxon Count  Number Taxon Count 

1 Aloeides damarensis damarensis 21  22 Aloeides juana 2 

2 Aloeides trimeni trimeni 20  23 Aloeides griseus 2 

3 Aloeides dryas 14  24 Aloeides arida 2 

4 Aloeides oreas 12  25 Aloeides susanae 2 

5 Aloeides titei 11  26 Aloeides damarensis mashona 2 

6 Aloeides henningi 11  27 Aloeides barklyi 1 

7 Aloeides macmasteri 11  28 Aloeides barbarae 1 

8 Aloeides aranda 10  29 Aloeides almeida 1 

9 Aloeides pierus 9  30 Aloeides molomo handmani 1 

10 Aloeides swanepoeli 8  31 Aloeides vansoni 1 

11 Aloeides gowani 5  32 Aloeides nubilus 1 

12 Aloeides taikosama 5  33 Aloeides pallida jonathani 1 

13 Aloeides depicta 4  34 Aloeides quickelbergei 1 

14 Aloeides dicksoni 4  35 Aloeides simplex 1 

15 Aloeides rossouwi 4  36 Aloeides thyra thyra 1 

16 Aloeides penningtoni 4  37 Aloeides mbuluensis 1 

17 Aloeides maluti 4  38 Aloeides margaretae 1 

18 Aloeides molomo molomo 4  39 Aloeides nollothi  1 

19 Aloeides dentatis dentatis 3  40 Aloeides stevensoni 1 

20 Aloeides molomo krooni 3  41 Aloeides bamptoni 1 

21 Aloeides dentatis maseruna 2    194 

 
 
 
 

Number Collector Count 

1 Alan Gardiner 76 

2 Jeremy Dobson 44 

3 Peter Ward 31 

4 Christopher Dobson 16 

5 Mark Williams 8 

6 Steve Woodhall 5 

7 Reinier Terblanche 5 

8 Hayden Warren-Gash 4 

9 Etienne Terblanche 2 

10 Peter Webb 1 

11 Andrew Mayer 1 

12 Graham Henning 1 

  194 

The above tables indicate a summary of data collected to date, as reported at September’s 
LepSoc Africa Conference. There are more than 50 additional samples in my deep freeze, 
waiting to be processed. These belong, primarily, to Peter Webb, Harald Selb, Andrew Morton 
and myself. 
 
The table below summarizes the type localities and flight periods of all the currently described 
Aloeides taxa. 



Taxon Type Locality Flight Period 

Almeida Copper                 
Aloeides almeida                  
(Felder, 1863) 

[South Africa]: “Cap der guten 
Hoffnung”. [probably the 
Knysna district (Pringle et al., 
1994)]. 

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). September to April. 
Sometimes there is a break in emergence in the mid-
summer months (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Angolan Copper                
Aloeides angolensis                     
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Angola: “Benguella”. Nothing published. 

Pointed Copper                  
Aloeides apicalis                           
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
O’okiep, Little Namaqualand”. 

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Aranda Copper                  
Aloeides aranda              
(Wallengren, 1857) 

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. Sep-Apr in warm areas, peaks Oct and Feb. Double-
brooded (Oct and Feb) in cooler areas (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle 
et al., 1994). 

Silvery Copper                     
Aloeides argenteus              
Henning & Henning, 1994 

Namibia: “riverbed near Sima 
Hill, Kaokoland, 30 Mar. 1986, 
H.C. Ficq.” 

March (Henning & Henning, 1994). 

Arid Copper                         
Aloeides arida                                     
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Garies, 1,800 ft”. 

Continuous midsummer broods, Sep-Apr, peak Dec-
Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). August to 
February (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Bampton’s Copper            
Aloeides bamptoni                     
Tite & Dickson, 1977 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
22 km. NNE of Steinkopf”. 

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 
late-summer (Mar-Apr) (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). August to December are the recorded months 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Barbara’s Copper               
Aloeides barbarae            
 Henning & Henning, 1994 

South Africa: “Barberton, 
Transvaal, 3 Dec. 1989, N.K. 
Owen-Johnston.” 

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov; may fly over a longer period 
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

Barkly’s Copper                 
Aloeides barklyi                     
(Trimen, 1874) 

[South Africa]: “Namaqualand, 
Cape Colony”. 

Double-brooded, Aug-Oct and Mar-May (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). At a locality south of 
Clanwilliam there is a consistent autumn (April-May) 
brood (Ball, vide Pringle et al., 1994). At Nuwerus 
Schlosz encountered the species in May (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Brauer’s Copper                  
Aloeides braueri                          
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Bulhoek, Queenstown”. 

Double-brooded, Oct-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). October, November, 
January and February (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Border Copper                        
Aloeides caffrariae                          
Henning, 1987 

South Africa: “Quinera River, 
East London, Cape”. 

Two or more broods in summer, from Oct-Mar 
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). October to 
March (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Caledon Copper                 
Aloeides caledoni                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Shaw’s Mountain, south of 
Caledon”. 

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Carolynn’s Copper              
Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Dickson, 1983 

South Africa: “South Western 
Cape Province: near Goudini”. 

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-Mar), 
with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). November to March (Pringle et al., 1994). 

De Hoop Copper                  
Aloeides carolynnae aurata 
Pringle, 1994 

South Africa: “South Western 
Cape Province: near Goudini”. 

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-Mar), 
with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Coega Copper                     
Aloeides clarki                                   
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Aloes-Coega Flats”. 

Continuous broods, from Oct-Apr (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et 
al., 1994). 

Conrad's Copper                 
Aloeides conradsi conradsi 
(Aurivillius, 1906) 

[Tanzania]: “Deutsch Ost-
Afrika: Ukerewe”. 

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies in 
the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 
(Kielland, 1990d). 

Angonien Copper               
Aloeides conradsi angoniensis 
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Malawi: “Ncheu”. Flies in the dry season (August-September) in 
Tanzania (Kielland, 1990d). 

Jackson's Copper                
Aloeides conradsi jacksoni            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Kenya: “Nairobi”. Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies in 
the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 
(Kielland, 1990d). 



Taxon Type Locality Flight Period 

Talbot's Copper                    
Aloeides conradsi talboti            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Tanzania: “Ngorongoro Crater, 
Arusha District, 5,800'”. 

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies in 
the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 
(Kielland, 1990d). 

Damara Copper                     
Aloeides damarensis damarensis 
(Trimen, 1891) 

[Namibia]: “Omaramba-
Oamatako”. 

Continuous broods, Sep-Apr in southern areas. Year 
round in arid north (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). Flies all year in warmer areas and from 
September to April in cooler areas (Pringle et al., 
1994).   

Mashona Copper                   
Aloeides damarensis mashona 
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 
Bulawayo”. 

Recorded from September to April (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Roodepoort Copper               
Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
(Swierstra, 1909) 

[South Africa]: “Waterval 
Onder”. 

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). September to March 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Maseru Copper                   
Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
(Riley, 1938) 

[Lesotho]: “Maseru, 
Basutoland”. 

September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Depicta Copper                     
Aloeides depicta                             
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Uitvlugt”. 

Continuous broods through warmer months, Sep-Jun 
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 
Autumn. There is a record for June (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Dickson’s Copper                
Aloeides dicksoni                   
Henning, 1987 

South Africa: “Cradock, Cape 
Province”. 

Single-brooded, Oct-Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). Early November to mid-December on the 
Bankberg and Winterberg and to the end of December 
on the Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Dryas Copper                         
Aloeides dryas                             
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Transvaal: 
Zoutpansberg, Shilouvane”. 

Several broods through warmer months, Sep to as late 
as Jun, peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). October to April (Pringle et al., 1994). 
There are also records from Barberton, in June (Pringle 
et al., 1994) and Lekgalameetse, in September 
(Williams, unpub. 2002). 

Red Hill Copper                   
Aloeides egerides                         
(Riley, 1938) 

South Africa: “Redhills 
Simonstown”. 

Two main broods, Oct-Dec (peak Nov) and Jan-Apr 
(peak Mar) (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 
October to April but may be scarcer in midsummer 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Gowan’s Copper                     
Aloeides gowani                            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Naauwpoort”. 

Continuous midsummer broods, Oct-Apr, peak Dec-
Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). December 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Zambian Copper                   
Aloeides griseus                           
Riley, 1921 

[Zambia]: “Solwezi, N.W. 
Rhodesia”. 

Nothing published. The specimens illustrated in 
Afrotropical Butterflies are labelled 01 Oct 2013. 

Henning’s Copper                 
Aloeides henningi                             
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Transvaal: 
Struben’s Valley, Constantia 
Kloof”. 

In cooler areas single-brooded, Sep-Nov; in warm 
areas, second brood, Jan-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies 
of South Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 
1994). According to Henning the butterfly is only on the 
wing from September to November at the type locality 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Juana Copper                         
Aloeides juana                              
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Hills 3½ miles S. of Ladismith”. 

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 
and March are the recorded months (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Kaplan’s Copper                     
Aloeides kaplani                             
Tite & Dickson, 1977 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Sutherland”. 

Single-brooded, Sep-Dec, peak Oct (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). August and October are the 
recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Worcester Copper                 
Aloeides lutescens                            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Below De Wets Berg, Brand 
Vlei”. 

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Mar, possibly with 
some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 
Summer and autumn (Pringle et al., 1994). 

McMaster’s Copper              
Aloeides macmasteri                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Hillmoor, Steynsburg”. 

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr, sometimes 
overlapping (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 
September to April (Pringle et al., 1994). 



Taxon Type Locality Flight Period 

Maluti Copper                         
Aloeides maluti                         
Pringle, 1983 

Lesotho: “Rafoelatsane, 
Lesotho”. 

Single-brooded, Dec-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). Recorded in January and February 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Marguerite’s Copper            
Aloeides margaretae                        
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
South Lambert’s Bay”. 

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). Spring to autumn (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Mbulu Copper                       
Aloeides mbuluensis                        
Pringle, 1994 

South Africa: “Mbulu, Transkei, 
3 Jan. 1974, E.L. Pringle.” 

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). November to January (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Wakkerstroom Copper             
Aloeides merces                       
Henning & Henning, 1986 

South Africa: “Wakkerstroon, 
Transvaal”. 

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). October and November (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Molomo Copper                   
Aloeides molomo molomo 
(Trimen, 1870) 

[Lesotho]: “Koro-Koro”. Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 
(Pringle et al., 1994) 

Coalescent Copper              
Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite 
& Dickson, 1973 

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 
Umtali”. 

September to December (Pringle et al., 1994) 

Handman's Copper               
Aloeides molomo handmani            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Malawi: “near Ncheu”. Nothing published. 

Kielland's Copper                 
Aloeides molomo kiellandi 
Carcasson, 1961 

[Tanzania]: “Wanzizi, 1500 m., 
Mpanda, Western Province, 
Tanganyika”. 

August to September (Kielland, 1990d). 

Kroon’s Copper                   
Aloeides molomo krooni             
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Kuruman”. 

Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). August to January and 
March-April (Pringle et al., 1994) 

Botswana Copper                
Aloeides molomo mumbuensis 
Riley, 1921 

[Zambia]: “Mumbwa”. Nothing published. 

Cedarberg Copper               
Aloeides monticola                       
Pringle, 1994 

South Africa: “Cedarberg, 
23.X.1990, V.L. Pringle.” 

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). Recorded in October and November 
(Pringle, 1994). 

Mullin's Copper                     
Aloeides mullini                       
Henning & Henning, 1996 

Zimbabwe: “Zimbabwe: 
Nyanga, 15.ix.1984, I. Mullin.” 

Recorded from late August to late September (Pringle 
et al., 1994). 

Namibia Copper                   
Aloeides namibiensis                     
Henning & Henning, 1994 

Namibia: “Omatako 
Omuramba, 30 Dec. 49.” 

The type series was collected on 30 December 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Nolloth’s Copper                 
Aloeides nollothi                            
Tite & Dickson, 1977 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
McDougall’s Bay (near Port 
Nolloth)”. 

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 
late-summer (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 
Recorded from September to December (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Cloud Copper                         
Aloeides nubilus                     
Henning & Henning, 1982 

South Africa: “Klipbankspruit, 
Sabie, Transvaal 
[Mpumalanga]”. 

Single-brooded, Sep-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). September and October are the only 
recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Oreas Copper                       
Aloeides oreas                             
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Natal: Loteni”. Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Apr (peak Jan), 
with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Giant Copper                        
Aloeides pallida pallida          
(Riley, 1938) 

South Africa: “Steyneberg 
[Steynsburg] (C.P.)”.  

Single-brooded: as early as Aug (Woodhall's Butterflies 
of South Africa). From about September to midsummer 
(Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994). 

Grand Copper                       
Aloeides pallida grandis             
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Du Toit’s Kloof”. 

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa).  

Jonathan's Copper               
Aloeides pallida jonathani Pringle, 
1987 

South Africa: “Kammanassie 
Mountain”. 

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November and 
December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994). 

Tsitsikamma Copper           
Aloeides pallida juno        Pringle, 
1994 

South Africa: “Karreedouw, 
27.XI.1992, A.B. Pringle.” 

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November and 
December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994). 



Taxon Type Locality Flight Period 

Knysna Copper                    
Aloeides pallida littoralis            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Knysna”. 

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa).  

Baviaanskloof Copper         
Aloeides pallida liversidgei 
Pringle, 1994 

South Africa: “Baviaanskloof 24 
Nov. 1984 (P.S. Liversidge).” 

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November and 
December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994). 

Pennington’s Copper         
Aloeides penningtoni                            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Natal: Gillitts, 
Durban”. 

Several broods through warmer months, Aug-Jun, 
peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). August to January and April are the recorded 
months (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Dull Copper                          
Aloeides pierus                    
(Cramer, [1779]) 

[South Africa]: “Kaap de Goede 
Hoop”. 

Several broods, Sep-Apr, peaks Oct and Feb 
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). In some 
localities there is reduced emergence in mid-summer 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Plowes Copper                     
Aloeides plowesi                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

“Rhodesia: Salisbury”. August to November, May and June (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Pringle’s Copper                 
Aloeides pringlei                             
Tite & Dickson, 1976 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Winterberg”. 

Single-brooded, Nov and Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa).  

Quickelberge’s Copper        
Aloeides quickelbergei                            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Robinson Pass”. 

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). The recorded months are November to 
January (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Riley’s Copper                      
Aloeides rileyi                             
Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Lesotho: “Butha Buthe”. Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa).  

Rossouw’s Copper              
Aloeides rossouwi                     
Henning & Henning, 1982 

South Africa: “Stoffberg, 
Transvaal”. 

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). October to February 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Dune Copper                        
Aloeides simplex                     
(Trimen, 1893) 

South Africa: “Port Nolloth, 
Cape Colony”. [False locality]. 

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Jan-Mar, depending on 
rains (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 
September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). April (Heath 
& Gardiner, 2009). 

Stevenson’s Copper            
Aloeides stevensoni                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 
Rusape”. [False locality]. 

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb, but later summer 
emergence is likely (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). November and December (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Susan’s Copper                    
Aloeides susanae                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Natal: Muden”. One, possibly two broods, Sep-Jan (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). October to January (Pringle 
et al., 1994). 

Swanepoel’s Copper           
Aloeides swanepoeli                            
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Natal: Botha’s 
Hill (above railway line) 2,500'”. 

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). August to December 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Dusky Copper                       
Aloeides taikosama (Wallengren, 
1857) 

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. Continuous broods, Aug-Apr, peaks Nov and Mar 
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 
autumn (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Teare's Copper                    
Aloeides tearei                      
Henning & Henning, 1982 

[Namibia]: “13 km north of 
Aus”. 

August to October, February and May are the months 
so far recorded (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Red Copper                          
Aloeides thyra thyra                     
(Linnaeus, 1764) 

[South Africa]: “Cap. B. Spei”. Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 
peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 
al., 1994). 

Brenton Copper                    
Aloeides thyra orientis                        
Pringle, 1994 

South Africa: “Knysna, 
11.III.1987, E.L. Pringle.” 

Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 
peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 
Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 
al., 1994). 

Tite’s Copper                       
Aloeides titei                             
Henning, 1987 

South Africa: “Kastrol Nek, 
Transvaal”. 

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 
South Africa). November to February (Pringle et al., 
1994). 



Taxon Type Locality Flight Period 

Southey’s Copper                 
Aloeides trimeni southeyae             
Tite & Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
nr Mossel Bay”. 

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 
Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's Butterflies 
of South Africa). September to March (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Trimen’s Copper                  
Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite & 
Dickson, 1973 

South Africa: “Transvaal: 
Witpoortje”. 

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 
Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's Butterflies 
of South Africa). September to April (Pringle et al., 
1994). 

Van Son’s Copper                 
Aloeides vansoni                            
Tite & Dickson, 1968 

South Africa: “Cape Province: 
Matjesfontein”. 

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 
Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to mid-summer 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Aloeides barklyi 
Springbok, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides simplex 
Witsand, Northern Cape 

Raimund Schutte 

 

Aloeides arida 
Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides henningi 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dryas 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Leeuspruit, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides plowesi 
Chimanimani, Zimbabwe 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Slanghoek, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides caledoni 
Molteno Pass, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides thyra 
Cape Peninsular, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides susanae  
Hermannsburg, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 
 



PUBLICATIONS 

Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
To keep our base subscription down, it was decided not to include a 
printed version of Metamorphosis in the LSA subscriptions - the journal 
can be ordered separately. 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 28 Part 1 has been printed and is ready for 
mailing. The cost is R125 + R35.40 registered mail.  
 
If you would like to order, please go to the LSA 
website www.lepsocafrica.org and click on the tab at the top 
"Publications" and on the next page click on "Shop".  
You don't need to login.  
You can then select Volume 28 Part 1 by clicking "Add to cart".  
Then click "View Cart" in the top right hand corner, and when the cart 
appears click "Go to Checkout".  
On the next page you need to fill in your delivery details (you must fill in all fields) and click on 
"Place Order" at the bottom. This then takes you to the order page and if you are happy with the 
details you can click "Pay Online" at the bottom and proceed to payment by credit card. You can 
also pay by EFT if you prefer - using as the reference your name plus "Metamorphosis".  
 
If you encounter any problems please contact Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) for 
assistance. 
 
The supplement to Volume 28, incorporating numerous life histories described by the ABRI group 
has been printed and is available at a cost of R150. 
 
 
New articles in Metamorphosis: 
 

▪ NOTE: Further observations on the butterflies of Mauritius (Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea)  

Peter R.F. Ward, Ian Bampton & Steve C. Collins 

 

▪ Observations on larval tunnelling by the enigmatic South African Keurboom Moth Leto 

venus (Cramer, 1780) (Lepidoptera: Hepialidae).  

John R. Grehan and Colin D. Ralston 

 

▪ A new species of Lepidochrysops Hedicke, 1923 (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: 

Polyommatinae) from Western Zambia.  

Alan J. Gardiner and Marianne Espeland 

 

▪ Nectar plants, pollination and implications for dispersal corridors of the Critically 

Endangered Callioratis millari (Lepidoptera: Geometridae, Diptychini) 

Reinier Terblanche 

 

▪ Notes on Scythrididae of western South Africa and Namibia, with descriptions of eight new 

species (Lepidoptera: Scythrididae)  

Kari Nupponen 

 

  

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/orachrysops@gmail.com


▪ A new species of Cooksonia Druce, 1905 (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) from 

western Zambia.  

David A. Edge 

 

 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Gauteng  
 
September is usually the best month for our special Gauteng butterflies. This season however, 
many species such as the Highveld Blue (Lepidochrysops praeterita), Brown-line Sapphire (Iolaus 
alienus alienus) and Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) have been extremely scarce.  
 
Hutchinson’s Highflier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii) seems to be coping better than most, but is 
generally being found in numbers approximately 75% less than twenty years ago. 
 
Andrew Mayer reported seeing Mijburgh’s Blue (Orachrysops mijburghi) at the site north of 
Suikerbosrand. 
 

 
Reinier Terblanche  
I paid another visit to the awe-inspiring Brenthurst Gardens on 8 October 
2018. In collaboration with Duncan MacFadyen and Strilli Oppenheimer the 
butterfly species list (Papilionoidea) for Brenthurst Gardens is now up to 55 
species of which the majority are resident. Larvae make use of indigenous 
plant species, which are abundant in the gardens. To think that these 
gardens are in the middle of the greater Johannesburg city and in the 
highveld! Precis archesia is at home, with females often seen laying eggs on 
Plectranthus in the gardens. 
 

 
Free State 
 
Many of you will have passed the koppies east of the N3 between Villiers and Warden and 

perhaps wondered what butterflies might be found there? 

I climbed the northern hill, closest to Villiers a few years ago and found very little. At the 

suggestion of Peter Webb, we decided to try the southern hill on 28 October. Getting to the top is 

relatively easy – there is a reasonable dirt road on the northern slope – and we spent several 

hours searching the hilltops and slopes. Unfortunately, apart from a few Aloeides trimeni trimeni, 

Cigaritis mozambica 
Rangeview, Gauteng 

 

 

Charaxes jahlusa rex  
Enkeldoornpoort, Gauteng 

 

 

Crudaria leroma  
Enkeldoornpoort, Gauteng 

 

Precis archesia  
Brenthurst Gardens 
(Reinier Terblanche)  

 
 



we found very little of interest. To be fair, there is very little flying anywhere on the Highveld at 

present, so the site probably deserves another visit. 

 

 

Mpumalanga 

After our relatively unsuccessful N3 expedition, I took Peter to a site north-east of Villiers where I 

had found the Maseru Copper (Aloeides dentatis maseruna) in the past. No Aloeides, but there 

were a few Eastern Sorrel Copper (Lycaena clarki) on the wing and I was delighted to find a 

solitary Mijburgh’s Blue (Orachrysops mijburghi). There are several similar streams in the area 

between Villiers and Standerton and I suspect there are other mijburghi colonies waiting to be 

found. 

Species count: 11 (Highveld Grassland) – Abundance Index 2 (Poor) 

 

Limpopo (Mark Williams) 

Mark Williams visited Bateleur Nature Reserve, in the Waterberg, on 24 October, primarily to do 

transect walks in the habitats of the two populations of the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei). 

The veld was very dry (20 mm of spring rain so far) and despite perfect weather no specimens 

were seen. In the three hours I spent on the reserve I saw a TOTAL of four butterflies – two Broad-

bordered Grass Yellows (Eurema brigitta), one African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus), one Small 

White Lady (Graphium morania) and a female Sapphire (probably Iolaus trimeni). In five visits, 

from September to April, last year a single pair of the Waterberg Copper was observed on a visit in 

December. Things are not looking good for this butterfly but I will hope and persist.  

 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Several LSA members visited KZN for the LepSoc Africa Conference in September. Butterflies 

were generally scarce, with no sign of the special Midlands Lepidochrysops, such as L. pephredo 

– it was possibly too early for the grassland species, although I also saw nothing when I briefly 

visited the Mooi River area two weeks later. 

Mandawe Cross, near Eshowe, was working well however, with reports of several noteworthy 

butterflies such as Brilliant Gem (Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis), Natal Yellow-banded 

Sapphire (Iolaus diametra natalica) and Hutchinson’s Highflier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii). 

Leptomyrina henningi 
Villiers, Free State 

 

Koppie next to the N3 between Villiers and 
Warden, taken from the bridge over the 

highway 

 

Aloeides henningi 
Villiers, Free State 

 

 



  

After the conference, Andrew 

Morton bred through a few 

Pierids, from caterpillars that 

he found feeding on Shepherds 

Trees (Boscia species) near 

Izindophi on the banks of the 

Tugela river.  

 

 

 

 

 

Reinier Terblanche 

4-6 October 2018 Reinier Terblanche and Christian Terblanche went to 
Wakefield farm south of Nottingham Road in the beautiful midlands of 
KwaZulu-Natal. When they hiked up the top ridges they were greeted 
by Giants Castle packed with snow in the distance. They had some 
good fortune with montane butterflies such as Aloeides oreas (Oreas 
Copper) and Chrysoritis lycegenes (Mooiriver Golden Opal). DNA 
samples for Aloeides oreas and one DNA sample for Tarucus bowkeri 

bowkeri (Bowker’s Dotted Blue) were collected. 
 

North West 

Reinier Terblanche 

Several site surveys during September 2018 were made by Reinier Terblanche to the area where 
Lepidochrysops praeterita, the Highveld Blue used to fly near Potchefstroom. These visits in 
combination with many visits in peak time over the past decade confirm now that the Highveld 
Blue is extinct at this locality. This means that no known locality for the Highveld Blue exists 
anymore in the North West Province of South Africa. Reinier is compiling a report with co-authors 
on the matter.  

 

Northern Cape 

Mark Williams, Raimund Schutte and I visited the Northern Cape for a week in late August / early 

September – refer to the trip report under LATEST NEWS. 

Acraea aglaonice  
Mandawe Cross, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Aloeides susanae  
Hermannsburg, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 

Mylothris rueppellii haemus  
Isipingo Mangroves, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 
 

 

Aloeides oreas  
Wakefield, KZN 

Reinier Terblanche 

Belenois creona severina 
Izindophi, KZN 
Andrew Morton 

Belenois aurota 
Izindophi, KZN 
Andrew Morton 



Andrew Morton and I visited the Calvinia area on 19 October, 
which was a notably unsuccessful expedition, primarily due to 
our failure to find the farmer and the keys up to the 
Hantamsberg!  
 
In the adjacent areas we found a few butterflies, such as 
McMaster’s Copper (Aloeides macmasteri), Barkly’s Copper 
(Aloeides barklyi) and Mijburgh’s Silver-spotted Copper 
(Trimenia macmasteri mijburghi). 
 
Species count: 8 (Karoo) – Abundance Index 2 (Poor) 
 
 

Reinier Terblanche 
Reinier Terblanche visited Tswalu Kalahari Reserve for counting 
butterflies and phenology of Boscia albitrunca trees (Shepherd's 
Trees). Kalahari is a thirst-land at moment, waiting for the rains, but 
Teracolus agoye bowkeri (Speckled Sulphur Tip) and Stugeta 
subinfuscata reynoldsi (Dusky Marbled Sapphire) were out in fair 
numbers.  
 
 
 

Western Cape 
 
I visited the Cape in mid-October, to attend a meeting with CapeNature; I extended my stay to 
spend a few days in the Cape and surrounding areas. In contrast to most of the country, the Cape 
Peninsula is teeming with butterflies at the moment, especially Opals: Chrysoritis zeuxo were 
flying in numbers near Strandfontein and five other Chrysoritis species, C. zonarius, C. thysbe 
thysbe, C. palmus, C. pyroeis pyroeis and C. felthami felthami were found at various localities near 
Cape Town. Lepidochrysops oreas is on the wing, as well as Lepidochrysops trimeni. 
 
Species count on the Cape Peninsula on 18 Oct: 14 – Abundance Index 4 (Good) 
 

 
Andrew Morton and I visited Molteno Pass, north of Beaufort West, which was hard work as the 
weather was cool and windy. We found a few nice butterflies however, such as Beaufort Opal 
(Chrysoritis beaufortius beaufortius), Caledon Copper (Aloeides caledoni) and Wykeham’s Brown 
(Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami). 

Trimenia macmasteri mijburghi 
Calvinia, Northern Cape 

 

Chrysoritis zeuxo 
Muizenberg, Western Cape 

 

Chrysoritis palmus 
Kogel Bay, Western Cape 

 

Chrysoritis felthami felthami 
Bordjiesrif, Western Cape 

 

Stugeta subinfuscata reynoldsi 
Tswalu, Northern Cape 

Reinier Terblanche 



 

 
The following day we visited the Swartberg (briefly) – very few butterflies were out, as it was cold 
and windy and we were probably a little early in the season. Andrew kicked up a Pennington’s 
Skolly (Thestor penningtoni) and we saw solitary specimens of Pringle’s Blue (Lepidochrysops 
pringlei) and Clark’s Rocksitter (Durbaniella clarki clarki). 
 
We retreated to Calitzdorp, where we found more Rocksitters and a few Henning’s Opal 
(Chrysoritis pan henningi). On my last day in the Cape I visited the hills above Muizenberg 
(Lepidochrysops trimeni), Du Toit’s Kloof (Lepidochrysops oreas junae) and Slanghoek (loads of 
Trimenia argyroplaga argyroplaga and a few Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Aloeides caledoni 
Molteno Pass 

 

 

Chrysoritis beaufortius beaufortius (f) 
Molteno Pass 

 

 

Chrysoritis beaufortius beaufortius (m) 
Molteno Pass 

 

Durbaniella clarki clarki  
Calitzdorp, Western Cape 

 

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Slanghoek, Western Cape 

 

Trimenia argyroplaga argyroplaga 
Slanghoek, Western Cape 

 



OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
 
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
Some more examples of the Crambidae family: 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some great photos by Nick Dean, click on the link below: 

African Moths 

  

Achyra coelatalis 
Johan Heyns 

Achyra coelatalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Autocharis fessalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Autocharis jacobsalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Crocidolomia pavonana 
Johan Heyns 

 

Paschiodes mesoleucalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/44691276@N06/albums/72157662274634362


AFRICA DESK 

Cameroon (Michael Ochse) 
 
Michael visited Cameroon in October. Not an easy trip apparently, but he says the diversity of 
lepidoptera was outstanding. I’ve attached some of his photos from Ebogo, Central Region: 
 

 

 

 
 
Balacra haemalea HOLLAND, 1893 
A member of the Erebidae family, subfamily Arctiinae, Balacra 
haemalea is aposematic and can release a defensive fluid from 
the cervical gland at the base of the head (‘neck fluid’) when 
threatened, e.g. when a curious Lepidopterologist touches it (it is 
not significantly harmful when it gets in contact with the skin). 
The genus Balacra has 29 members of which some species 
groups need to be revised. 

 
 
Mazuca strigicincta WALKER, 1866 
The genus Mazuca (Noctuidae: Xyleninae) currently covers four 
accepted species which all carry a conspicuous colour pattern of 
unknown function. The illustrated Mazuca strigicincta has a wide 
distribution range from West Africa down to Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique in Southern Africa.  
 
 



Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 

 
Rogers and some of his colleagues in Uganda are putting butterflies in the news in that country; 
refer to a couple of clips below. Congratulations to all concerned! 

 
 
And some recent photos from Rogers below: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pentila inconspicua 
Mpanga, Uganda  
(Muhwezi Rogers) 

 Osmodes laronia 
Mpanga, Uganda  
(Muhwezi Rogers) 

 
Junonia westermanni suffusa 

Mpanga, Uganda  
(Muhwezi Rogers) 

 



Uganda (Nick Dean) 

 
Nick has forwarded some photos from his recent travels… 

 

…and some more incredible pictures from Ghana, by Bill Berthet 

 

 

 

 

Papilio dardanus 
Entebbe, Uganda 

Nick Dean 

 

Aphnaeus orcas 
Kibale Uganda  

Nick Dean 

 

Mylothris rhodope  
Entebbe, Uganda 

Nick Dean 

Agrias convolvuli 
Isunga, Uganda  

Nick Dean 

 

Chiromachla leucanoe 
Entebbe, Uganda 

Nick Dean 

Glyphodes sp. 
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Dean 
 

 

Euphaedra crockeri 
New Edubiase, Ghana 

Bill Berthet 
 

 

Euphaedra francina 
New Edubiase, Ghana 

Bill Berthet 

 

Salamis cacta 
Bobiri, Ghana 

Bill Berthet 

 



LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 

• Peter Ward (Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 
 
Jan Praet has resigned as LSA’s Marketing Officer due to work commitments. Steve Woodhall – 
whom I’m sure you will all agree is made for the job – has taken over from Jan. Andre Coetzer has 
taken over the role of Highveld Branch Chairman. 
 
No increases to annual subscriptions were made at September’s AGM; the current schedule is 
attached below. 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 28 is R125, excluding postage. Various postage options with 
different pricing are available.  
 
Volume 28 – Part 2 (Life Histories) is available at a cost of R150 per copy, excluding postage.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 



FOCUS ON…. 

Kevin Cockburn, LepSoc Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal Chairman and organizer of the recent 
Conference in Hermannsburg is featured this month.  
 

I was born and grew up on a farm in Kwazulu-Natal Province in 
South Africa. I live in KZN near Greytown with my wife Stella. I 
attended school and university in the Pietermaritzburg area of 
Central KZN. I am an Agriculturalist, running a large specialised 
farming operation in South Africa, and Stella is a freshly retired 
teacher. We have two daughters who are both biological 
scientists. We all love our natural world! 
 
My love of nature and wildlife started at a very young age, with a 

particular fondness for birds and butterflies. I “collected” butterflies as a small boy, and my interest 
was re-kindled following the arrival of our children in the 1980’s, and the joys of running around 
with them exploring the wonders of the natural world. 
 
I started collecting butterflies again in about 1990 and joined 
LepSoc Africa shortly thereafter having met Steve Woodhall 
through a mutual acquaintance. Steve’s passion for butterflies 
and enthusiasm infected me, and we have enjoyed endless 
hours having fun out there! He has been and remains to this day 
a great friend, and a great source of knowledge and inspiration! 
I have never been a serious collector, but have both collected 
and reared early stages as part of my learning about 
Lepidoptera. I have enjoyed some success and derived much 
pleasure photographing Lepidoptera and their life-cycles. Most 
of what I know about this type of photography I learned from 
Steve Woodhall as well. 
 
My butterfly breeding highlight was the unravelling and 
photographing of the life history and host plant of the Dwarf Blue 
Oraidium barberae. 
 
I have been Chairperson of the KZN Branch of LepSoc Africa for many years, and have organised 
and hosted Conferences on four occasions here in KZN. 
Being a farmer I have strong ties with, and an understanding of the “Land”, and have been actively 
involved in Agricultural Conservation and the Conservancy movement for more thirty five years or 
more. I have also served as an Honorary Officer of Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife (our Provincial 
Conservation authority) for about 30 years. I remain active in conservation circles with a particular 
interest in habitat conservation. Stella and I have been involved for many years with taking young 
people into nature and teaching them what we can about our planet and its wildlife, and how to 
take responsibility where one can. 
 
My Lepidopteran and associated activities are focussed on engaging with farmers and other 
landowners, creating awareness of what they have on their land, the conservation importance of 
the remaining pristine areas in our landscapes, and the biodiversity which they support. My 
intention is to extend the Lepidopteran Custodianship concept to landowners and managers in an 
effort to support the conservation of remaining populations of threatened species. 
I have been involved in both the SABCA and more recently the SALCA projects – both projects 
assessing the conservation status of our Lepidoptera in South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. My 
extensive knowledge of KZN and her topography and vegetation, as well as my interest in 
cartographical and information systems has been of help in these projects, which have required 



detailed “exploration” of localities and human communities in efforts to find populations of 
threatened species. 
 
My involvement in LepSoc Africa and the many years of association its diverse membership, at 
various levels, has been a source of great personal pleasure. The interesting and diverse people 
that I have had dealings with, and learned from, characterise the Society. I am very proud of our 
Society’s achievements, and I fully support its goals. I hope that the organisation can grow both in 
stature and membership. 
 
Walking in the bush with a camera and a perhaps a net remains my favourite pastime, along with 
some angling, a regular dose of test cricket… and some rugby! (Mad dogs and Englishmen – go 
out in the Midday Sun!). My fascination with our planet and “what makes it tick” knows no bounds! 
 
Kevin Cockburn 
Greytown 
November 2018 
 
 
 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH  

Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in 

this Newsletter and they will be included, if at all possible; any 

photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc 

Africa, to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be 

included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the 

season runs from August to July and the annual winner is 

announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed 

by donations to the Society. 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent 

pictures that you would like to include, with your identification and the month that the photograph 

was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

  

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for September 

 

  

SEPTEMBER 
 
September’s winner is Steve Woodhall, with this 
picture of Hutchinson’s Highflyer taken at 
Mandawe Cross near Eshowe, KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
A great photo, but also an interesting one: Steve 
has pointed out that specimens of this butterfly in 
KZN have a red patch on the forewing outer 
margin; this is absent from all specimens I’ve 
seen on the Highveld. 

Chrysoritis pan lysander 

Raimund Schutte 

Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

 

Tarsocera namaquensis 
Raimund Schutte 

Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

 
 

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii 
Steve Woodhall 

(Mandawe Cross, KZN) 

 
 

Iolaus sidus  
Steve Woodhall 

(Mandawe Cross, KZN) 

Argyraspodes argyraspis 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Kotzesus, Northern Cape) 
 
 
 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
Jeremy Dobson  

(Sebokeng, Gauteng) 
 



Entries for October 

 

 
 

Acraea pseudatolmis  
Reinier Terblanche 

(Chimanimani, Zimbabwe) 
 

Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Cape Peninsula, Western Cape) 
 
 
 

Hewitsonia intermedia 
Muhwezi Rogers 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 
 

Aloeides thyra thyra 
Andrew Morton 

(Cape Peninsula, W Cape) 
 
 
 
 
 

Stugeta subinfuscata reynoldsi  
Reinier Terblanche 
(Tswalu, N Cape) 

 
 

Balacra haemalea  
Michael Ochse 

(Ebogo, Cameroon) 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 
October’s winner, with this great picture of 
the show-stopping Giant Blue Swallowtail 
(Papilio zalmoxis), is Michael Ochse. 
  
Michael took this photo in Cameroon 
(Ebogo, Central Region), during a visit to 
this country in October. 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Johan August Wahlberg 
 
 

Johan August Wahlberg was born on 9 October 1810 in Lagklarebäck, 
Sweden and died on 6 March 1856 at Lake Ngami, Bechuanaland. He 
was a Swedish naturalist and explorer.  
 
Wahlberg started studying chemistry at the University of Uppsala in 
1829, and later forestry, agronomy and natural science, graduating from 
the Swedish Forestry Institute in 1834. In 1832 he joined Professor Carl 
Henrik Boheman, a famous entomologist, on a collecting trip to Norway. 
In 1833 and 1834 he travelled in Sweden and Germany on forestry 
research projects. He joined the Office of Land Survey and was 
appointed an engineer in 1836, becoming an instructor at the Swedish 
Land Survey College. 
 

He travelled in southern Africa between 1838 and 1856, sending thousands of natural history 
specimens back to Sweden. He was exploring the Okavango area when he was killed, along the 
Thamalakane river about 10 km northwest of Maun in today´s Botswana, by a wounded elephant. 
Before news of his death reached Sweden, on October 8, 1856 he was elected a member of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. He is thus the only member of this academy who has been 
elected posthumously. 
 
Wahlberg is commemorated in Wahlberg's eagle Aquila wahlbergi (Sundevall 1851), Wahlberg's 
honeyguide Prodotiscus regulus (Sundevall 1850), Wahlberg's cormorant Phalacrocorax 
neglectus, Wahlberg's epauletted fruit bat Epomophorus wahlbergi, the bush squeaker Arthroleptis 
wahlbergii Smith, 1849 (a frog), and a tree Entada wahlbergi. 
 
WIKIPEDIA 
 
In addition, a subspecies of the Variable Diadem (Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi) is named after 
him as is the saturnid Imbrasia wahlbergi (Wahlberg’s Emperor). He is also commemorated in the 
scientific names of three species, and one subspecies, of lizard. 
 

 
 

 

  



FOOTNOTE 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct significant grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the 
original article as submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 
 
 

EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf 

2016-6 Nov 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf 

2017-1 Jan 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf 

2017-2 Mar 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf 

2017-3 May 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf 

2017-4 Jul 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf 

2017-5 Sep 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf 

2017-6 Nov 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf 

2018-1 Jan 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf 

2018-2 Mar 2018 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-
2%20reduced.pdf 

2018-3 May 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1458/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-3.pdf 

2018-4 Jul 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1460/ABN%202018-4.pdf 

2018-5 Sep 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1470/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-5.pdf 
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